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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


For the Panoplist. 


LUKE xv, 2.— This man receiveth sinners. 


To seek and to save that which was lost, was the great errand 
on which our Lord appeared in the flesh. His business was with 
sinners. Hence we so often find him engaged in some kind of in- 
tercourse with persons sustaining this reputation. He sought not, 
though he did not shun, the habitations of wealth and influence, 
or the abodes of reputed sanctity and deadness to the world. But 
he was chiefly conversant with acknowledged sinners; with outcasts 
from the society, and even from the friendly offices, of the Scribes 
and Pharisees. By this circumstance he was rendered odious in the 
estimation of these vain pretenders to extraordinary piety. «Fhis 
man,” they were eager to say, “receiveth sinners:” a charge, in 
their view, involving much unworthiness and criminality. 

Although this allegation was dictated by a most malicious spir- 
it, and was designed to ruin the reputation of the Savior, yet it is 
our happiness that the allegation is true. All thanks to God, 
Christ Jesus does receive sinners. No truth is more evident from 
the Scriptures, and none is better calculated to bring consolation 
toa fallen world. 

in meditating on these words, let us consider who are the per- 
sons received by Christ, and what is to be understood by his re- 
ceiving them. 

{. The persons whom Christ receives are sinners. 

it was not to save the holy angels, that he made his ap- 
pearance in our world. Nor, had there been any of our race 
without sin, would they have been the objects of his special 
mercy. Justly would he have said, as he did say in another case, 
‘They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are 
sick”? He came not to call the righteous, but sinners, to repent- 
ance. With the ninety and nine just persons, as a Savior, he had 
no concern, The poor, perishing wanderer from the fold, he 
came to seek and to save. As well might a physician employ his 
time and talents with the healthy and vigorous, as Christ be tak- 
en up with any others but the spiritually diseased. The names 
of both are correlative. They imply a relation between them 
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and the diseased and destitute. The tame pore supposes, 
that there are those, with réferénce f© whom he may act in his 
professional character. The name Savior implies, that there are 
such as need to be saved. And Who are these but sinners? By 
whom is salvation more needed than by those, who are involved 
in the pollution and ruifs of sin. ‘ 

But who are sinners? What is the character of those, whom 
Christ receives? Sin,” says the apostle, “is the transgression 
of the law.’ And where there is no law, therets no transgres- 
sion. Of course, sinners are those who have violated thé law of 
God. They have broken the great rulé of rightedusness; a rule 
which is pronounced to be holy and just and good. The term sin- 
néi’s émbraces those, who have become alienated in their affections 
from their Maker, and have said in their hearts to him, «Depart 
from us; for we desire not thé knowledge of thy ways.” Influ- 
enced by that carnal mind, which ts enmity against God, they 
have risen up in rebellion against his government, ahd have tram- 
pled under foot his authority. In this guilt are all sinners involved, 
They are children of disobedience. ‘They have no fear of God 
before their eyes. Such is the character of those, who are called 
sinners in the text. And yet, these are the persons whom Christ 
receives. ‘hese are the objects of his favor, to whom he came to 
proffer his salvation. 

Again; Christ receives not only those wlio aré included in the 
general term sinners, but those whose hearts and lives are marked 
with peculiar turpitude. He receives great sinners. 

All sin is infinitely evil; but some sins are attended with circum- 
stances of greater aggravation than others, and betray a heart 
more alienated from God, and more resolutely set upon doing evil. 
Still Christ receives the most vile. When his enemies charged him 
with recéiving sinners, they meant not merely those who had fall- 
en into sin, (forin this sense, they would not probably have pre- 
sumed wholly to exculpate themselves;) but such as were sinners, 
in a distinguished degree. This man, they would have it believ- 
ed, received the most depraved and profligate. And, indeed, 
whatever were the intentions of those who uttered it, this language 
gives a just view of his merciful character. He does receive the 
greatest sinners. «This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all ac- 
eeptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,” 
even the chief. His grace is infinite. His tender mercies are un- 
limited: they are boundless as our transgressions. The vilest sin- 
ners, that ever trampled upon his authority, and abused his rich 
grace, are not out of the reach of his mercy. His outstretched 
arms are ready to clasp to his bosotn those who have beeh guilty 
of the blackest crimes. Even some of his murdérers were re- 
newed, and these, who are daily crucifying him afresh, need not 
give up their case as hopeless. «O the depths of the riches, both 
ef the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his 
judgments and his ways past finding out.” 
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But it may here be asked, Does Christ receive all sinners? Docs 
he receiye persons of eyery character, and possessing every dispo- 
sition of heart? 

We observe, in answer, that he receives only penitent sinners. 
All are the subjects of his invitations; but all are not the objects 
of his pardoning love. “To this man,” savs Jehovah, «will I look, 
even tohim that is poor, and of a contrite spirit and that trem- 
bleth at my word.” ‘The penitent and broken-hearted sianer only 
will Christ receive. He can spurn from his presence the self-right- 
eous, who vainly imagine that they have kept all the command- 
ments from their youth up. But the poor woman, who washed 
his feet with the tears of repentance, although her sins were many, 
he could freely forgive. ‘The broken-hearted publican teo, who 
went up to the temple to pray, he could receiye; while the boasting 
and relentless Pharisee was regarded with abhorrence. While 
impenitent, sinners are engaged in rebellion against their Maker, 
opposed tothe Father and the Son. Should Christ receiye them in 
this state, he would justify them in their wickedness and abandon 
his own character. The penitent only can be received in such a 
manner as to do honor to God, and to vindicate his government from 
the aspersions of his enemies. Such sinners, therefore,and such only, 
can Christ receive, as fall dawn at his feet confessing their sins, 
and manifesting a settled purpose, to forsake their couxse of impie- 
ty. Heis indeed ready to pardon, but his forgiveness cannot be 
extended to such as are insensible of their need of it. He will not 
throw away his grace upon those, who have no eyes to perceive 
its value, and no hearts to acknowledge their obligation. 

Haying thus ascertained the character of these, whem Chrisi 
will receive, I proceed, 

ll. To inquire what is to be understood by his receiving them. 
Let it be distinctly noticed, 

1. That this language does not imply, that Christ approves of sin. 
His enemies wished to disseminate the idea, that he looked 
upon sinners with complacency; that he chose them as his friends 
andcompanions. Had this been the case, they would indeed have 
had great reason to object to bis character. But their inference 
was unfounded. It was impossible that he should approve of the 
character of the wicked. There can be no communion between 
light and darkness; no fellowship between spetless purity and cor- 
ruption. He receives sinners, even the chief: but he dees not ap- 
prove of their sins. He does not justify them in their wickedness, 
or receive them in such a way as to afford the least encouragement 
to iniquity. Such a reception of sinners would have been infinite- 
ly dishonorable to himself, and would have cast an indelible stain 
upon the whole system of divine grace. On the contrary, so far is 
Christ frem approving of sin, that be is unchangeably opposed to 
it. Itis the abominable thing which he hates, and which it was the 
main purpose of his mission and sacrifice to extirpate. Hence the 
first duty enjoined, as preparatory to the Gospel dispensation, was 
Fepentance. And beth Christ and his apostles, in their public 
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preaching, and from house to house, insisted on repentance as in- 
dispensable to salvation. We may therefore rest assured, that 
although our Savior receives sinners, he does not approve of their 
wickedness. Nor, 

2. Does he receive them continuing in sin. 

In the provision, which Christ has made for the restoration of 
sinners, none, whaiever may be their characters, are excluded. In 
this sense, the grace of God has appeared unto all men. It proffers 
free pardon tothe most vile and guilty. But such is the plan of 
salvation, that all who would receive benefit from it, must renounce 
their evil ways, and turn untothe Lord. It is by grace that sin- 
ners are saved: still itis one of the properties of this grace, that it 
purifies. If teaches men, that «denying ungodliness and every world- 
ly lust, they must live soberly, and righteously, and godly in the 
world.” Although Christ came into the world to save sinners, 
he teaches us, that in accomplishing their salvation, he saves 
them from their sins. It was his principal concern, in giving 
‘his life a ransom for men, to redeem them from all iniquity, 
and to purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. Hence the faith of the Gospel, by which alone we ob- 


tain an interest in Christ, worketh by love and purifieth the heart. — 


It constrains the subjects of it to lay aside the works of darkness, 
and to put on the armor of light; to «put off the old man with his 
deeds, which are corrupt, and to put on the new man, which after 
God is created in righteousness and true holiness.” «If ye love 
me,” says Christ, «keep my commandments.” If any man de- 
clares, that he knoweth God, and yet keepeth not his command- 
ments, we have the testimony of an apostle, that he is a liar, and 
that the truth is not in him. Utterly vain, then, must be the 
hopes of those,who trust in the mercy of God,while they are slaves 
to corruption. Christ is not, and cannot be, a minister of sin. 
What then, it may further be inquired, is implied in Christ’s re- 
ceiving sinners? I remark, 

3. It implies, that through his atonement and righteousness, he 
receives into favor all who believe in him, and bestuws upon them 
his everlasting love. 

Viewed as disconnected with the atonement, sinners must appear 
infinitely odious in the sight of ali holy beings. Even the com- 
passionate Savior cannot leok upon them with complacency. The 
divine law, which they have broken, appears to him, in all its 
parts, as holy, just and good; and he is as much disposed as the 
Father to support its honor, and to frown upon all those who 
violate its precepts. By nature, therefore, sinners are unrecon- 
ciled to the Son as well as to the Father. But there is for- 
giveness with God that he may be feared. He has laid help on 
one, that is mighty to save unto the uttermost. The Lord Jesus 
has humbled himself, and become obedient unto death, **that who- 
soever believeth in him might not perish, but have everlasting 
life? To all such he has become the end of the law for right- 
eousness. Having satisfied its demands, he receives believers, and 
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becomes their shelter from that delege of divine wrath, which will 
overwhelm all the impenitent despisers of his salvation. Having 
justified them, and made them the subjects of bis sanctifying grace, 
he receives them into the relation of friends, and makes them 
heirs of an inheritance, which is incorruptible and undefiled, and 
which fadeth not away. 

That Christ does receive sinners, in the manner here describ- 
ed, is too evident to need proof. He teaches us, that he was to be 
suspended on the cross, with this view, that they who believed in 
him might be saved. Thousands have experienced the saving 
eflicacy of his blood; and he will in no wise cast out any one, whio 
comes to him with a penitent disposition. 

This subject is calculated to afford encouragement to such as are 
burthened with a sense of sin. 

The ordinary state of sinners is a state of dangerous security. 
Nothing disturbs them. The whole world lieth at ease in wicked- 
ness. But they are sometimes arrested in their course, and 
brought to feel, what they before never felt, that they are sin- 
ners. Alarmed at this view of their characters, and of the threat- 
ened penalty of the divine law, they are ready, at once, to despair 
of the mercy of God, and to settle down in the awful conclusion, 
that for such sinners there can be no hope. But the subject be- 
fore us is cakculated to remove all such apprehensions. Reason, 
indeed, there is to fear, but not to despair. It was for sinners, 
that Christ came into the world and died; and these are the per- 
sons whom he receives. Let sinners, then, be encouraged to make 
application to him for salvation. A conviction of your sin and 
ruin should not keep you at a distance from Christ; put drive you 
tohim. Better might the diseased fly froma skilful and benevo- 
lent physician, than the spiritually sick and* wretched from the 
physician of souls. Are you sinners? Such are the persons whom 
Christ receives. Were you not, there would be no encouragement 
tocome to him. But since you are convinced of sin, he is such an 
High Priest as becomes you. Fly, then, to the out-stretched arms 
of his mercy, and although your sins are as mountains accumu- 
lated even to heaven, he will receive you. 

Again, the subject speaks nothing but terror to those, who are at 

ease in their sins. , 
_ Christ came to save sinners, If there are any, that have never 
deen convinced of sin,they are not the persons to come to him. They 
are ready, perhaps, to flatter themselves, that they shall have an in- 
terest in his salvation. But no; sinners he came to call to repent- 
ance. With the righteous he has no concern. My hearers, if you 
have no sense of your sins, of what avail can it be to you, that 
Christ receiveth sinners? Do not flatter yourselves, that if he re- 
ceive sinners, he will much more receive the righteous. T'his con- 
clusion is not warranted by Scripture. Indeed, Christ explicitly 
informs us, that he came not to call the righteous. If there are 
any, therefore, that are ready to say, We have no sin, they can 
have no part nor inheritance in the Savior. 
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Finally, Let none take encouragement in their sins. 

Christ indeed receives sinners; but net the impenitent and up. 
believing. His salvation is not designed to encourage, but { 
reform, transgressors, Without holiness no man can see the 
Lord. The law is no more decidedly opposed to the indulgence of 
sin, than the Gospel. The Gospel is clothed with increased mp. 
lives to a holy and circumspect life. Do any of you, who are living 
in sin, flatter yourselves, that because Christ receives sinnery, 
your salvation will be secure? You are deceived. There is ap 
immense difference between the penitent and the impenitent. The 
former Christ receives; the latter he rejects. «Except ye repent, 
ye shall all likewise perish.”? Vain, then, will be all your hopes, 
which are not accompanied with the sanctification of the Spirit, 
«Ye must be born again.” That which is born of the flesh js 
flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. If you come 
to Christ with sincere repentance for sin, he will receive you, 
But he will reject all those, who presumptuously calculate upon 
his mercy, while they are strangers to godly sorrow. «Let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon 
him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” 


B. C. D. 


For the Panoplist. 
THEOLOGICAL REMARKS. NO. IY. 


Iw my last number I made out the conclusion, that religious wor- 
ship belongs exclusively to God, and is in no case properly given 
to any of bis creatures. I proceed in this number tu examine the 
nature of the worsltip paid to Christ. The fact, that some kind of 
reverence, or homage, called worship, is paid te him, will be taken 
for granted in these remarks. It is admitted on all hands. 

The two inquiries, which arise, are these. 1. Does the wor- 
ship given to Christ properly belong to bim; i. e. does he claim it, 
as his right? 2. Isit religious worship? 

‘The first of these inquiries is easily answered. Christ uniformly 
approved of the worship paid to him. In this respect, we re- 
mark a difference between him and the apostles. They rejected 
with abhorrence the idea of receiving worship from their fellow- 
men, and readily ascribed to Christ the glory acquired by the mir- 
acles they performed in his name. But, the approbation of Christ 
shews, that he claimed the worship, which he received. And to 
suppose he claimed worship which did not belong to him, would be 
an impeachment of his moral character. Besides, he received the 
approbation of God the Father. Now is it to be supposed, that 
a God jealous of his honor would have given his testimony in fa- 
vor of Christ; that he would haye sent him on a mission into this 
world; that he would have confirmed that mission by prophecies, 
miracles, and infallible signs; that he would have expressed his ap- 
probation by a voice from heaven; and, finally, that he would 
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have said, «Let all the angels of God worship him,” if Christ,while 
on earth received and approved of worship improperly paid to 
him, and which belonged exclusively to the Father? 

Again, in the revelation made to John, Christ is described as 
the object of worship in heaven. Can it be supposed, that the holy 
intelligences of heaven pay that homage to Christ, which does not 
belong to him? Is there any impropriety in their worship?—No 
man will dare to assert it. We must conclude, then, that the wor- 
ship given to Christ properly belongs to him, whatever we may say 
of its nature. 

We proceed to the second inquiry, which respects the nature of 
the worship. If, on examination, it should appear, that the wor- 
ship paid to Christ was of a religious character, it will furnish an 
incontrovertible proof of his divinity. The nature of the argu- 
ment, which we design to exhibit, is this. Religious worship be- 
longs exclusively to God: Christ does properly receive worship: if 
that be religious worship, then he is strictly divine. We shall 
examine the nature of the worship paid him while on earth and 


- since his ascension to heaven. 


To form a correct estimate of the nature of the worship paid te 


| Christ, either on earth or in heaven, we ought to examine every in- 


stance and its attendant circumstances; and form on each instance 


_ aseparate decision. ‘The instances, however, recorded in the Bible 
_ are too many to be examined in these remarks. My object, there- 
| fore, is, to examine the mede of reasoning on them, without col- 

 lecting the sum of evidence which they afford. Asevery instance 

' must be regarded as an independent proof, if we find only one in- 
_ stance of Christ’s receiving religious worship recorded in the 
' Bible, that one will establish his divinity. 


We will examine two instances, in which he received worship 


while on earth, The firstis recorded in the fourteenth chapter of 


Matthew’s Gospel. The circumstances, as related by the Evan- 
gelist, are the following. ‘The sea of Gennesaret is tempestuous. 
The disciples are tost upon it in their little ship. About the fourth 
watch of the night Jesusis seen walking on the sea. Supposing 
him to be asspirit, they cry out through fear. To quell their fears, 
Jesus bids Peter come to him on the sea. Peter makes the at- 
tempt, he is afraid, and, beginning to sink, he cries, «Lord, save 
me!”’.Jesus sustaining himn chides his want of faith. ‘They now 
walk together, and enter the ship, and the winds cease. The 
Evangelist adds—then they that were in the ship came and wor- 
shipped him, saying, of a truth thou art the Son of God.” v. 33. 
—In this instance, their worship appears to have been solemn ven- 
eration in the presence of Christ, who had exerted such amazing 
power, as to walk on the sea and still the tempest. In view of 
this display of omnipotent energy, they were filled with the most 
profound reverence. Their worship ascribed the power, which is 
none other than divine, to Christ; it gave him the glory. It 
contained their confession, that he was truly divine, the proper ob- 
Jeet of their supreme homage andentire confidence! It wassupreme 
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veneration; veneration the most profound of which their souls were 
capable; such veneration as the pious soul would never feel to. 
wards a mere creature. We must conclude therefore that this was 
religious worship. 

‘The other instance, we propose to examine, is recorded in the 
twenty-fourth chapter of Luke’s Gospel. ‘The circumstances are 
the most interesting to the serious reader, and are calculated to ex. 
ciie in the devout soul the deepest reverence. Jesus has arisey 
from the dead; his resurrection is first announced by angels ty 
women, Who visit his sepulchre; the women relate the event to the 
disciples and all others, whom they see, but no one gives credit to 
their sayings. Peter runs to the sepulchre, and not finding the 
body of Jesus, he departs wondering. ‘The same day, two disci- 
ples, while going from Jerusalem to a village called Emmaus, con. 
verse on these astonishing events, which are said to have taken 
place:—at length, Jesus falls in company with them, and walks 
with them as a stranger. ‘They know him not:. he perceives they 
are greatly interested in each other’s conversation—their minds 
are tender—he witnesses their sorrows, and inquires for the cause, 
‘hey, in the fulness of their souls, detail to him the events in his 
own history, about which they were talking. He hears them in 
silence: when they are through, he reproves their unbelief, and from 
their own Scriptures teaches them that those things are true and 
ought to be credited.—*Ought not Chirist,”’ says he, **to have suf- 
fered these things, and to enter into his glory; and beginning at 
Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning himself.” v. 26. At length the 
disciples approach the village, whither they are going; they invite 
Jesus to spend the night. He goes in to tarry with them; sitting 
at meat with them, he blesses their food: their eyes are opened; 
they know him; he vanishes out of their sight. ‘The two disciples 
return immediately to Jerusalem; find the eleven together and oth- 
ers with them; and begin to relate what they had witnessed. While 
they are yet speaking, Jesus himself appears in the midst; addres- 
ses them with tenderness; calms their fears; shews them his hands 
and his feet: teaches them that he had arisen from the dead in ful- 
filment of his own prediction; and declares that his death and res- 
urrection were necessary to the salvation of men. ‘The disciples 
now believe in their risen Savior. As their minds are now pre- 
pared to witness his departure, he conducts them out of Jerusalem, 
as far as Bethany; and lifting up his hands, he blesses them, 
and, as heis blessing them, is parted from them and ascends te 
heaven. ‘And they worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy.” 

‘This in our view was religious worship. The nature of the case 
seems to forbid any other supposition. The minds of the disciples 
must have been wrought up to the highest pitch of veneration an¢ 
religious awe. Look, reader, at the circumstances of the case. 
Christ had displayed almighty power in rising from the dead; he 
had opened their understanding; had unfolded clearly to their view 
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the plan of salvation by him; had promised that they should be en- 
dued with power from on high, and in the majesty of Jehovah, as- 
cended through the air from earth to heaven! Surely such an exhi- 
bition of divinity must have commanded the supreme homage of 
their souls! Doubtless it did fill them with the most profound ven- 
eration, and entire confidence in his all-sufficiency. In our appre- 
hension, the worship of the disciples was supreme worship; that 
which can never lawfully be given to any creature. Thus Christ 
did receive religious worship in two instances, when on earth; and 
since he received it in two instances, he might have received it in 
more. 

We come, in the next place, to examine the nature of the wor- 
ship paid to Christ since his ascension. The first instance is that 
ofa saint on earth, The history of the martyr Stephen is famil- 
jar to all our readers. ‘The sacred writer informs us, that «being 
full of the Holy Ghost,” he beheld in vision the glory of the upper 
world, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God. And even 
in the agonies of death, when the eternal world was fall in his view, 
he manifested the placid serenity of an angel, and committed his 
immortal part to Jesus, “saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 
(Acts Vii, 25.)—Then with a soul full of benevolence towards his 
murderers, he Kneeled down and prayed, «Lord, lay not this sin to 
their charge!’ When he had so said, he fell asleep. His prayer 
was heard—his happy spirit released, the Lord Jesus received it. 
Now can any one pretend, that this was not religious worship? 
What man is there, who would Knowingly and deliberately com- 
mit his eternal destiny to a mere creature?—The dying martyr’s 
confidence in Christ was unlimited. Glory beamed from his 
countenance, while he beheld in his Savior such an assemblage of 
divine attributes, as excited his highest love and dispelled his fears. 
Imagine to yourself, reader, what must have been the state of his 
soul. He was just passing the precincts of mortality; the eternal 
world was opened to his enraptured vision. He saw Jesus en- 
throned in glory. Jesus is the object of his worship; to him he 
prays, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit, forgive my murderers. 

To all such as pretend to believe, or would have us believe, that 
this was the effusion of a delirium, or the ebullition of a disturbed 
imagination, we reply, that such an assumption is unwarranted and 
presumptuous; that Stephen was evidently under a divine influence; 
that he was calm and deliberate, and manifested the same temper 
and the same views, which every saint would wish to manifest in 
his dying moments. I would exhort you, my readers, to copy the 
dying martyr’s example; and, though it should not be your privi- 
lege tosee heaven open in your departing moments, yet you may 
worship the same Savior, and in full confidence entrust to him all 
your interests for time and eternity. 

It remains to examine the nature of the worship rendered to 
Christ by the heavenly hosts. This may be determined from a 
Single passage in the Revelation. St. John beheld in vision the 
heavenly worshippers, and heard their voices: their number was 
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ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, 
‘These he heard saying, with aloud voice, «‘Worthy is the Lamb, 
that was slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing.” Such 
is the worship of the heavenly hosts; and the apostle goes on tg 
record the sublime ascriptions made to God, and Christ, by all in 
heaven, and by allonearth. ‘And every creature, which is in 
heaven, and on the earth, heard I saying, blessing, and honor, 
and glory, and power be unto him, that sitteth on the throne, 
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.” Rev. v, 13. My conclu. 
sion from this representation is, that Christ is the proper object of 
religious worship in heaven, as well as onearth. But | have shown, 
to the satisfaction of my ewn mind, that religious worship belongs 
exclusively to God. Since, then, Christ is the proper object of it, 
both in heaven and on earth, he is God. I see no way of avoiding 
this conclusion. It has been shown, that the worship paid to 
Christ is properly paid to him; that it is religious worship; and 
that religious worship cannot lawfully be paid to any creature. 
This argument of itself establishes the supreme Divinity of the 
Savior beyond any reasonable ground of doubt. The difficulty of 
conceiving how Christ is God, as the subject appears to our finite 
and darkened understanding, has no force in diminishing the 
weight of the argument. It is grounded on facts, which we receive 
upon testimony.of the word of God Christ is then the proper ob- 
ject of our religious homage, our supreme affection, and unlimited 
confidence. He «tis over all, God blessed for ever.’’ 

From the remarks now made, in connexion with those in the 
preceding number, | infer, first, that they who deny the proper Divin- 
ity of Uhrist eannot consistently worship him. 

if Christ is not God, he cannot be the proper object of religious 
worship. ‘Though he be the most exalted creature of God; though 
he perform a greater work than any other creature; yet, if he is a 
creature merely, to worship him will be idolatry! 

But, it is said by the objector, that there is an important dis- 
tinction between the worshipping of Christ, though a mere crea- 
ture, and the worshipping of heathen idols; so that to worship 
Christ is notidolatry. Admitting the distinction, still I maintain, 
that this does not vindicate the worship from the guilt of idolatry. 
The worship of angels, and even of saints, is in many respects dif- 
ferent from pagan idolatry. The worshippers, in these different 
cases, may not be equally grovelling in their views; yet they are 


sall chargeable with the crime of idolatry, because they give that 
honor to the creature, which is due only to the Creator. 


Again, it is said by the objector, that God commands us to wor- 
ship Christ; hence we properly worship him, though a creature. 
This I acknowledge, to be the most plausible pretext, that has ever 


-been urged in vindication of their worship, by those, who deny. the 


Savior’s divinity. The command of God is ever to be regarded 


as the highest authority: but is it true, that God commands us to . 


worship Christ as a mere creature? ‘This is a point, that require? 
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proof. They, who assume it, are called upon to shew the truth 
of it, God no where in his word commands us to worship himself, 
and whomsoever else he shall appoint. ‘The leading object of the 
whole Bible seems to be to establish the worship of the true God, in 
opposition to that of creatures. Christ, when tempted by Satan, 
decided thus: «thou shalt worship the Lord thy God;” not whom 
he shall appoint to be worshipped; and «shim only shalt thou serve.” 
It is indeed true, that we are required to worship Christ; but it 
is equally true, that we are required to worship him, not as a 
creature, but as the Almighty Savior, «in whom dwells the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily.”” Christ asserts his equality of perfection 
with the Father; appropriates to himself divine names; performs 
divine works; and claims divine honors; he claims of us that hom- 
age, which is due only to God, 

2, From the foregoing remarks I infer, that Christ is regarded 
very differently in heaven from what he is on earth, 

In this world, there is a great diversity of opinion respecting the. 
character ‘of Christ. It is often made a question,whether he is to be 
worshipped at all; and if at all, in what degree: many are wholly 
regardless of him; many, who acknowledge him as the Savior of 
the world, are not decided in their own minds, whether they may 
lawfully worship him or not; many are convinced that he is the 
proper object of worship, yet are disinclined to his worship. Thus 
is Christ regarded by multitudes, who live under the Gospel. But 
very differently is he regarded by holy beings inheaven. For a mo- 
ment imagine yourself in heaven listening tothe songs of the redeem- 
ed. ‘Worthy is the Lamb:—blessing, and honor, and glory, and 
power be unto the Lamb for ever and ever.”—-What think you 
would be your views of Christ in that blissful world? Would you 
not think him worthy of your worship? St. John beheld myriads 
and myriads of the redeemed, standing before the throne and be- 
fore the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and with palms in their 
hands. These he heard exclaim; «Salvation to our God, which 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.”—He heard all the 
holy intelligences rejoin their Amen,” and swell their anthems of 
praise. In heaven, the highest strains are sung to Christ, and 
anid all the myriads of holy worshippers, there is not a discordant 
voice! They can never admire, they can never exait Christ, too 
highly!’ The new glories, which will be for ever bursting from his. 
person upon their enraptured vision, will for ever increase their 
bliss and swell their notes of praise! Let all the devout worship- 
pers of Christ on earth feel, that they are acting in concert with the 
inhabitants of heaven; and while they bow humbly at his feet, let 
them acknowledge, that their most sublime conceptions fall short of. 
his infinite worthiness. 

S. IL infer, that Christ is just such a Savior as men need. All 
men, in their sinful fallen state, need a divine Savior; still all are 
not sensible of their need. When men are ignorant of their con- 
dition as sinners; or when they are insensible of their obligations to 
their Creator, and unconscious of their guilt and danger; or when 
they do not look beyond the grave, nor regard with scrious eon- 
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cern the salvation of their souls, it is not in their apprehension 
very important, whether Christ be a divine or human Savior. But 
very different are the views of men when awakened to a consider. 
ation of their guilt and danger! Every person, in such a state, 
feels himselfto be in a ruined condition; he has incurred the dis. 
pleasure of an holy God; he has violated the Divine law. From 
its awful penalty he finds no way of escape; he is convinced that 
God may justly execute the law upon him; and he trembles in an. 
ticipation of ruin. What can he do? Does he look up to heaven? 
He beholds an holy God, unchangeably determined to maintain the 
honor of his violated law!—Does he look at himself?—He is a self- 
condemned rebel, helpless and wretched. Does he look before 
him?—The eternal pit is opening to receive him, and everlasting 
burnings are preparing for him! Whither, oh, whither shall he fly 
for succor?—Despair thickens around him. Nota ray -of hope 
dawns upon his moral darkness, which threatens to be eternal! Do 
you direct him to a human Savior, to a mere creature for help? 
You trifie with him; he has violated obligations for which no crea- 
ture can atone. He has incurred guilt, which no creature can par- 
don. He has interests at stake which no creature can manage. 
Shall he commit his immortal soul, crimsoned with guilt, to a 
creature? entrust his eternal destiny to a dependent Savior!—He 
revolts at the thought. His condition requires an Almighty Savior. 
He can never be rescued from ruin by avy other. He can never 
confide in any other. Tell him, that Jesus is such a Savior; that 
Jesus is God manifest in the flesh; that in him dwells the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily; that he has made a full atonement for sin; and 
that he is mighty to save; and you cause hope to vibrate through 
his soul, and joy to sparkle in his eye. This is the Savior he needs. 
Oh, if he can commit himself to Jesus, he will be safe and happy. 
At length, it may be, his proud heart is changed; the rebel is made 
a friend: and Jesus is trusted in, as a full and cemplete a 
* P. 


LETTER FROM A FATHER IN SWITZERLAND TO HIS CHILDREN 
IN AMERICA. 


MY VERY DEAR CHILDREN, 
As to your letter upon religion, stating that there are many re- 
ligious sects in your country, and also some Deists, similar to the 
Weists in this country, despisers of religion; and that the govern- 
ment does not interfere on the subject of religion; that, notwith- 
standing, you are happy in aeivil point of view, and that you are 


- all contented and submissive to the civil laws and the govern- 


ment, 

This is very agreeable; but although government has not inter- 
tered on the subject of religion, this cannot conduct you to eternal 
life. Take then this concern upon yourselves. I shall undertake 
to prove to you the absolute necessity of revelation: but I shall first 
suggest, that this happiness, which you derive from civil estab- 
‘ishments, may exist without the aid of revelation. It is the effect 
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of your happy Constitution. The people being entirely free and 
sovereign, having good and upright laws; the magistrates being as 
much and more submissive to them than other men, and all hon- 
est men having a right to enter into the primary and independent 
assemblies to give their votes, in the election of magistrates, every 
one feels himself honored. Indeed, this is a very honorable priv- 
ileg Ces 

Wherefore every one should so conduct himself, that he may 
not, by his misconduct in disturbing this delightful peace, be de- 
prived of it. For the Deists, who reject all religion in rejecting 
revelation, are no better than Atheists; for to reject the sacred 
Scripture is to reject God who gave it. ‘Those sects, who partially 
embrace revelation, which is all sacred and perfect, and who wish 
to add to it human inventions which are not in those Scriptures, do 
entirely err. ‘They desire to be wiser than God. What insup- 
portable pride! And those, who desire to retrench the Scriptures, 
are equally culpable. 

My present object is to convince you of the necessity of revela- 
tion. Godthe Creator must require homage of his reasonable 
creatures. Since he is the origin of all things, he must be the end 
of all things. Creatures, capable of knowledge and of choice, ought 
to do him homage from their understanding and from their heart. 
But since the depravation of the human understanding, man is in- 
capable of rendering to God the homage worthy of him without the 
aid of revelation. 

1. Human reason, abandoned to itself, is liable to fall into the 
grossest absurdities. Nothing can oppose its irregularities unless 
faith come to its aid. Pagan philosophers, having discovered by 
the light of their reason the necessity of a First Cause, who gives 
existence to created beings; and, desirous to penetrate the nature 
of this Cause, have accumulated chimeras upon chimeras, so as to 
hinder men from knowing their Creator. Abusing their reason, 
they have fallen into absurdities, some injurious to God, others 
ruinous to men; and all founded upon false reasoning, by which 
they bewildered themselves. 

But when faith comes to the aid of reason,all clouds which obscure 
it are dissipated; then reason sees the necessity of a Being indivisi- 
ble, immutable, self-existent, who is the first cause of all things. 
Reason contemplates his power, his infinity, his wisdom, his im- 
mensity, his glory; but it cannot discover how he exists at all; and 
of course not how he exists in three distinct persons, who are 
however but one and the same God. It perceives the limits, 
which are prescribed to itself; it is content, and docs net wander 
further. But although it is incapable of penetrating into the inex- 
plicable mysteries of the Divinity, it has a sufficiency of light to see 
clearly, that the divinities of paganism are absolutely ridiculous. 
It is faith alone, which procures these advantages to reason; and 
it is that, which gives reason its perfection. 

2. Reason alone has but confused ideas of good and evil, mor- 
ally considered; faith makes it distinctly comprehend beth. Rea- 
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son, destitute of faith, can easily comprehend certain general prin. 
ciples, which are engraven on the human heart. By reason map 
can see, that he is not allowed to deceive others; ‘not to betray 
them, uor his country; not to condemn the innocent; nor to take 
individual or public property. But he limits his morality to the 
common worldly notions of honesty. He does not regard attach. 
ment to wealth as pernicious; nor revenge when it appears just, 
‘The love of glory of any kind, and even proud ambition, appear to 
him the virtues, which constitute greatness of soul. He looks upon 
poverty, humility, disinterestedness, as degrading qualities. In 
fine, he commonly regards evil as good, and good as evil; and thus 
draws down upon men that curse, which God has pronounced by 
the mouth of the prophet Bsaiah. ‘Woe unto you, who call good 
evil and evil good.” After faith has illumined reason, it sees not only 
the general principles of morality, but also particular principles, 
and all the consequences which result from them. 1t sees not only 
what constitutes an honest man in the opinion of the world; but 
what renders a man just in the view of God. It perceives that at- 
tachment to wealth leads men from their chief goud; it knows, that 
if revenge were allowed to individuals the world would be plunged 
into confusion; because all men, who are naturally sinful, would 
always find pretences for injuring each other. It consents, 
that men ought not to pursue the glory of the world; because 
they have little time to enjoy it, and because they ought to turn 
their view towards the glory of eternity, which is promised to 
them; and because it is unreasonable to be content with a little glare 
of splendor, which only makes us forget what is more solid and 
more durable. It sees, that pride and ambition are the source of a 
thousand crimes; and that the best external actions are blamable 
when the motives are wrong. Reason, illumined by faith, weighs 
every thing in the balance of the sanctuary; it has sure principles; 
it is not dazzled by false appearances, and it distinctly apprehends 
good and evil. 

8. Reason, destitute of faith, searches in vain after the true 
object of human felicity: but faith discovers to the soul the only 
object,which can fix its attention and satisfy its desires. Men, feel- 
ing in themselves an invincible desire of happiness, have exhaust- 
ed all the resources of their reason and imagination to find the 
true centre of felicity. But their decisions have always been con- 
trary to what faith hath taught on this subject. 

Some of the ancient Pagan philosophers made it to consist in 
voluptuousness; others in energy of intellect; poets have imagined 
their Elysian fields; but no one of these great minds ever discov- 
ered, that He, who is the cause of all things, ought to be the end of 
all things. ‘This principle, however, is so clear, so simple, and so 
affecting,that human reason ought to be ashamed never to have dis- 
covered it. It is the business of faith to perfect reason on a subject 
of this importance. 

‘Lhis principle, once known by the light of revelation, constrains 
reason to adopt it. It comprchends, at first, that the enjoyment of 
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God is the only thing which can render man happy; and, since God 
is the source of all good, those who shall be received to his bosom 
will be inexpressibly happy. All this being well considered, it is 
easy to explain, why the human heart appears insatiable in its de- 
sires after perfection and happiness. ‘The Author of his being 
has implanted in him desires proportioned to the end for which he 
was designed; and since God, who is plenitude and perfection, is 
| the final end of man, the Creator has given him at least a general 
inclination toward some great undefined good. It will hence fol- 
low, that if man rightly employ his reason, confirmed and_per- 
fected by faith, he would wish to forsake and abandon all to arrive 
at this happy end; he would despise every thing, which did not 
conduct him to it; and would shun every thing, which might re- 
move him froni it. His reason will no more be a deceitful guide; 
it will no longer embarrass him with an infinity of vain specula- 
tions, Which will only render him blind and presumptuous. — It will 
conduct men in the luminous path of truth and justice; it will teach 
them the impossibility of comprehending the mysteries, which God 
has not been pleased to unveil; it will convince them of the neces- 
sity of confiding in the word of him, who cannot deceive, nor be 
deceived; it will teach them their strict obligation to study and 
obey his precepts; and it will afford them every necessary facil- 
ity to receive his rewards: whence I conclude, that possessing 
these happy dispositions it will acquire vastly more energy and 
discernment, than while it wandered in the vain speculations of 
philosophy, the source of perpetual uncertainty and error. 

Note. I have shewn in my New Year’s Gift, the only means 
which God in his mercy has furnished to men to be justified before 
him. Faith in Christ only can obtain our pardon; as the Sacred 
Scripture says, that Abraham believed on God and his faith was im- 
puted to him for righteousness. I[ wish to render you certain of 
this important truth. I have read in acertain history, but Ido 
not recollect the place, nor the name, nor the date, that a great 
King had established it in his code of penal laws, that a person 
guilty the second time of a certain heinous crime, should be pun- 
ished by the loss of both his eyes. This King’s son, his presump- 
tive heir, fell into the crime and was coygieted. ‘The King, to 
spare his son, and to support the majesty e laws, put out one 
of his own eyes and one of the eyes of hisson. But God is a great 
King, the King of kings, the Lord of lords, what shall we say? 
This great King, to spare men, has taken upon himself not a part 
but all the sins of the human race; and endured punishment in the 
person of his son, in order to pardon ali those, who are contrite 
and humble, without obscuring the majesty of his laws. Such, as I 
have said, in my New Year’s Gift, shall receive this pardon which 
Is offered in his word with sincere faith, My Uear Children, 
Shall not this great mercy of God excite your gratitude? Shall it 
not affect your hearts? I persuade myself it will; and that you 
will follow my advice, which Ihave given you inmy New Year’s 
Gift, inorder to confirm yourselves more and mure ia this puri- 
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fying faith, and so become instruments in advancing the glory of 
God, and hastening the complete introduction of his kingdom; 
which, as L hope, is about to commenée in your country, sooner 
than in Europe. Since the constitution of your government jg 
happy, nothing then will equal your joy; especially if you have 
contributed ever so little to its introduction. 

A father, who knows the truth, and who tenderly loves his chij. 
dren, has no greater desire than to address them with this truth, 
Which is the only secure way to happiness in this world; but es. 
pecially to essential happiness, that of eternal life. At present, | 
shall say no more; but be assured, that | am your tender father, 

JEAN JAQUES DuFovr, 

Sales de Montreux, July 25, 1805. 


ON THE INTERCOURSE OF CHRISTIANS WITH THE WORLD, 


ItrakeE it for granted, that the Scriptures clearly reveal the ex. 
istence of two classes.of persons among the human race. The one 
class contains those, who have been made the partakers of a new 
and spiritual nature; the other comprises all the rest of the human 
race. In the present state of the world, the latter class embraces 
the great mass of mankind. Although such a difference among 
men is not discerned by the world in general, it is always kept in 
view by God himself. Those who are so highly favored, as to 
enjoy satisfactory evidence that they have been renewed, are ad- 
monished, in a great variety of forms, of the high duties which 
they owe to all, with whom they have intercourse. The exhoria- 
tion of Paul to the Philippians, that they should let their ‘conver. 
sation be such as becometh godliness,’ is a specimen of numerous pas- 
sages, all having the same general import. 
{ remark, by the way, that the force of several of these pass 
is greatly impaired, as they are understood by many English read- 
ers, in consequence of the word conversation having experienced 
an alteration of its meaning, since our translation of the Bible 
was made. This word is now confined to an interchange o/ 
thoughts by speech#@@fi@ though the attentive English reader wil! 
see, that it must méan more than this in the New Testament, he 
will hardly be aware that it was designed by the translators to em- 
brace the whole tenor of a man’s thoughts, words, and actions, s¢ 
far as they are discoverable by his fellow-men. Such is doubt- 
less the meaning of the Greek word; and such was the meaning 0! 
conversation, when introduced from the Latin two hundred year* 
ago. We have at present nosingle werd, which adequately con- 
veys the true meaning. ‘The best that occurs to me is intercourse. 
The verse which has been quoted, conveys this exhortation: ‘Let 
vour words and actions, your whole intercourse with your fami- 
lies, society, and the world at large, be such as agrees with your 
holy profession.” 
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To retarn from this digression, it behoves Christians to ex- 
mine themselves in regard to the subject under consideration. Is 
‘heir intercourse with workHy men such as might be expected from 
ihe children of light, the friends of ‘God, the heirs of immortal 
glory? Do they think of their high: vocation, of the influence 
which their conduct has upon others, and of the account which 
they must render for the «lirection of this influence? How little 
vould it seem to a dispassionate observer, as though most profess- 
ed Christians are at.all aware of the nature of their profession, or 
of the greatness of their responsibility? The fact cannot be dis- 
guised. They are.not aware of it. They do nat feel as though 
every transaction in which they are engaged, and every example 
which they exhibit, would probably have some effect on the immor- 
tal destinies of men. Not only do many professed Christians 
come altogether short .of their duty in these respects; but some, 
whe give evidence of ‘being real Christians, have great occa- 
sion to condemn themselves for their very careless and worldly 
examples, 

Is not the history of many a Christian’s intercourse with the 
world very much as follows: In the prosecution of his ordinary 
business, he talks, plans, and acts like other men. So far as a 
bystander can discern, he is not less attentive than others te what is 
called his interest; that is, the preservation and increase of his 
money; as though this were in fact the great interest of man. He 
is not less eager to Jay out large plans of business, not for the pur- 
pose of being extensively useful, but for personal aggrandizement 
merely. He as not apparently mindful of death, or of his depend- 
ence on God, or of the vanity of temporal possessions. In short, 
except that he is not profane, and perhaps not light-minded, he 
appears to the eye of the world just like other men. 

If you pursue him inte the social circle, and witness his habits 
of intercourse in visits to his friends and neighbors, you will per- 


| ceive the same lamentable deficiency of every thing which ought 


tomake him known asia Christian. He easily discovers what 


topics would be agreeable to those with whom he converses; and 


instead of directing the minds of others to subjects of durable im- 
portance, he suffers himself to be Jed by them through the whole 
train of hackneyed common-places, which relate to the busy affairs 
of this transient scene. If he is a person of vivacity. of ready pow- 
crs of conversation, and of.a quick understanding, he may without 
difficulty make himself iuteresting to his companions. But what 
good does he de them? On the contrary, by dwelling with great 
interest on allthe fleeting topics which come before him, does he 
not give.others too much reason to suppose, that he sets the high 
Value upon these things, which his conversation would indicate? 
If he dwells upon politics, as though they were the supreme 
concern of man; if he talks with the miser of banks, and dividends, 
and public stocks, as though these were the great end of human 
life; if, with the man of fortune and leisure.he expatiates on the ele- 
Sance of country seats, splendid gardens, spacious houses, and the 
Vor. XII. 45 
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thousand conveniences which wealth procures; does he not give 
these persons cause to believe, that his heartis as much fixed upoy 
the world as theirs? And, as they are not ignorant of his relic. 
ious profession, does he notiafford them occasion to think, that re. 
ligion consists in professioni‘merely? Knowing the opposition of 
the heart to serious things,—to the law of God, the plan of re. 
demption, and the thoughts of death and the grave, he carefully 
abstains from hinting at these great and interesting realities, 
While in the company of men of the world he transforms himse){ 
into one of their number, takes a lively interest in those things, 
in Which they are capable of uniting with him, and keeps out of 
sight all the views, feelings, and desires, which belong to him as 
a child of God, and a partaker of the great salvation. In do. 
ing this, so far from letting his light shine before men, he delib- 
erately hides its—he puts it carefully under a bushel, lest it should 
prove troublesome to the diseased eycs of those, whom the God of 
this world has blinded. 

In further pursuing the subject, my thoughts will be arranged 
under the following heads. ! 

1. The effect of intercourse with the world, as it is now gener. 
ally conducted by Christians, is quite unfavorable to their 
zrowth in grace: of course, itis not favorable to their highest hap- 
piness on earth, nor their preparation for heaven. I refer here 
principally to what may be called their voluntary intercourse with the 
world; that sort of intercourse, which consists in paying and re- 
ceiving visits, selecting companions, and choosing the time, place, 
and manner of spending the hours devoted to social enjoyments. 
As things are now managed,thereis usually a mixture of company at 
fea-parties, and on other similar occasions, in which there will be 
perhaps halfa dozen professors of strict religion, as many whose 
religion never extends beyond the church and the Sabbath, and 

wenty or thirty persons, who make no profession of seriousness, 
and who are evidently devoted to this world. The result is, that 
every thing of a truly Christian character is as entirely banished 
‘rom conversation, as it could be, if the assemblage were composed 
ouly of men of the world. ‘That such is generally the case 
there can be no doubt; though if one of the company be a clergy- 
inan, or any other personof known and highly respected charac- 
ter, he may succeed in gaining the attention of at least a part of 
the eircle to subjects of high and commanding interest. But we 
are to take things as they generally exist, and not form our judg- 
ment from the most pleasing instance which can be selected. Now 
what isthe effect of such anintercourse,as has been described,upon the 
heart of the Christian? Is it not to deaden his spiritual feelings? Is he not 
sunk deeper and deeper in the desires,the gratifications, the pursuits 
of the world? Are not the chains, by which he is bound to the things 
of time and sense, riveted and strengthened? Does he not for the 
time give up the field into the possession of the adversary? Will 
it not cost hima struggle to regain what he has lost? After hav- 
ing answered these questions, he may be the better «ble to decide, 
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whether it can be justifiable to throw away the hours allotted to 
gocial enjoyment; to lose all the improvement of his piety, which 
ought to have been derived from a free, animated, aud spiritual 
conversation with his brethren; and to suffer all holy affections te 
janguish, oppressed by the fleeting cares and pleasures of a day. 

2. The effect of this intercourse is highly pernicious to that part 
of the company, which consists of persons destitute of religion. 
When they see those, whom they have been taught to regard as 
Christians;—as actuated by exalted and heavenly motives;—as 
living above the world;—as heirs of a spiritual and divine inherit- 
ance;—as having their treasures and their intercourse in heaven: 
when they see men and women, under all the responsibility of this 
profession, actuated by all the light and frivolous motives, and ap- 
parently seeking with the utmost eagerness all the paltry gratifica- 
tions, to Which a vain and giddy multitude are devoted, they con- 
clude, too hastily indeed, either that. Christianity makes no great 
change in the human character, or that these persons are not 
Christians. In either case, the conclusion is calculated to do in- 
calculable harm; for the person who forms it is inclined to remain 
much at ease on the subject of religion, when he discerns so little 
difference between himself and those who are, or ought to be, the 
light of the world. In that great and solemn day, when the neat 
and remote causes of the continued impenitence of every lost indi 
vidual shall be laid open, how much will it be lamented by 
him, who was on earth a -slathfal, complying Christian, that his 
negligent example shouldjhave been one powerful mean of sooth- 
ing and hardening the finally impenitent. ‘The exact train of feel- 
ing, Which will pervade the breasts of the redeemed, when they 
cast back their eyes upon their unfaithfulness to the souls of oth- 
ers, We are not permitted to know; but we may easily conceive, 
that if tears were shed in heaven, they would flow most copiously 
forth at the remembrance of opportunities to convey spiritual in- 
struction lost for ever, and of companions finally undone, whom a 
kind, amiable, serious example, aided by tender and prayerful ex- 
hortation, might have saved from eternal death. Let it be a mat- 
ter of serious examination,whether every hour spent by a Christian 
in a r,erely worldly circle, and in adapting himself to worldly 
customs and conversation, be not a serious injury to those, whose 
pleasure he is consulting, and to whose depraved taste and feelings 
he is sacrificing, for the time, all that holy and benign influence, 
Which he ought to throw around him. 

It isno more than truth requires me to say, in this connexion, 
that clergymen are sometimes unhappily deficient, in regard to the 
tendency of their intercourse with the world. I refer not here to 
those professed ministers of Christ, who discourage all anxious 
solicitude for the welfare of the soul, and lead the minds of. their 
peuple as fxr as possible from the contemplation of sin and its 
effects; but to others of a far different and more serious character. 
Not a small number of ministers, who preach the great truths of 
the Gospel on the Sabbath, seem to think, that their. great bugi- 
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ness on other days is to make themselves agreeable, as it is calted, 
to these inte whose company they are threwn. Hence, they col. 
lect a large stock of amusing anecdotes, which are kept at hang 
to be retailed on frequent occasions, and which are dealt forth wit} 
an ease and liberality not altogether consistent with the gravity 
und sacredness of the ministerral character. Clergymen possess 
great advantages for introducing and maintaining religious con- 
versation. When they give up all these advantages, for tlie sake 


~ of yielding a momentary pleasure te the gay and vouthful circle, 


at the hazard of lusing the unction which ought to rest on their 
own spirits, and of leaving a pernicious and and false impression on 
the minds of others, they greatly undervalue the wnceasing influ. 
ence of their high and holy office; an influence which is constantly 
exerted, whether they are aware of it or not, in bringing men 
nearer to the kingdom of God, or 1 repelling them from it. An 
instance was lately mentioned, by a person who felt grieved at the 
occurrence, of an aged clergyman—a man of known and respected 
‘haracter—spending an afternoon ina promiscuous company, and 
keeping the whole circle in a merry humor, by relating whimsical 
and laughable stories. Some of the persons present had never 
seen hin before, and will probably never see him again in this 
world. Little did he reflect on the jadgment, which they could 
not but form of his character, from the only direct knowled 
which they had of it. Little did he consider, that he had it in his 
power to animate and comfort some, who professed to be, and 
parently were, the disciples of his Divine Master, and to compel 
others to the consideration of subjects deeply interesting to them- 
selves; or at least to bear a decided testimony, in however gen- 
tle and modest and kind terms it might have been couched, to the 
solemn realities of the world to come. 

Let me not be misunderstood. J do not think it unlawful fora 
Christian or a minister to smile: but I am not afraid to maintain, 
that a winister is not to forget, for a day or an hour, that he is an 
aceredited ambassador of Christ te a perishing world; and a 
Christian is not to forget, that the eyes of the world are upon him, 
and that his most insignificant actions may have a bearing on the 
moral destiny of others through the ages of eternity. 

$. Christians ought constantly to seek among themselves the 
enjoyment of a truly religious mtercourse, in which the train of 
conversation shall be appropriate to their characters, their duties, 
their hopes, and their conflicts. Vo a superior being, te whom 
the relations and the destiny of Christians should be disclosed, it 
would seem surprising, that it should be thought necessary even to 
mention the duty of such an intercourse. It would seem to the dis- 
passionate judgment of an angel a thing of course, that Christians, 
—exposed as they are to vigilant and powerful enemies from withi- 
in and without, invited as they are by the Son of God himself to 
make the kingdom of heaven the first great object of pursuit, com- 
manded as they are, in strains of the most decisive and tender and 
alarming expostulation, to love one another,—should seek their 
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chief happiness, on this side the grave, in each other’s company, 
and derive much of their spiritual imprevement from a kind and 
protherly interchange of experience, admonition, and exhortation. 
jt may safely be predicted, that, if Christians would more freely 
assuciate together, and would act as theugh they discerned in each 
other the features of a divine relationship;—if they would remind 
each other of the place whither they profess to be going, and of the 
objects on which thei affections ought to be firmly set;—if they 
were accustomed to seek occasions for cultivating the highest and 
purest exercises of brotherly love,—a great and unparalleled prog- 
ress would be made in holiness, and the world would see the heav- 
enly radiance beaming around their path, What should hinder 
such an intercourse as | am urging? an intercourse, I mean, which 
should not be ashamed to acknowledge spiritual improvement to 
be its main object? Surely Christians have, or ought to have, in 
this land of freedom, the command of their own time. ‘They are 
at liberty to select their companions; and to appoint the time and 
manner, and objects of their social visits. In short, they have a 
right to regulate their oWn customs and habits, and the manner of 
spending their leisure, im such a way as shall most conduce to the 
spiritaal good of themselves and others. Why, then, should they 
not set about this business deliberately, and with a fixed resolution, 
that they will not submit to the slavery of fashion, but will judge 
for themselves what best becomes their profession, and what best 
conduces to their great and permanent interests? And if they find, 
that they have hitherto given too many hours to the world, what 
should hinder their commencing a reformation, upon such broad 
and reasonable principles, as shall justify them to the conscience of 
every serious and enlightened man? But while they seek their 
principal religious improvement in the society of one another, they 
will doubtless feel that they have kind offices to perform, in refer- 
ence to many with whom they sustain intimate relations, Parents, 
brothers, sisters, children, friends, neighbors, should never have 
itin their power to say, that religion had made those, who profess 
to have experienced the power of it, less kind, obliging, and affec- 
tionate than they were before. 

The common argument, in favor of an indiscriminate mixture 
of Christians and men of the world in social circles, is this: By as- 
sociating with all classes of persons, Christians are enabled to do 
good to those, who are at present destitute of religion. It will be 
readily admitted, that a desire to do real good to any man, espec- 
ially to one who lives in the neglect and rejection of the Gospel, is 
a noble motive of action. But the question still recurs, What solid 
reason is there to suppose, that any good will be done to persons 
ignorant of religion and without any relish for it, by such an as- 
sociation of Christians with them, as now customarily takes place? 
What good results from a Christian’s conversing a whole evening 
With half a dozen irreligious men, on politics, war, commerce, man- 
ufactures, the arts, money, fashions, or any similar topics? Does 
such a conversation alarm their consciences, or touch their hearte 
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with a sense of sin or the need of salvation? If the animated 
Christian finds by experience, that he can easily, in the desultory 
conversation of a promiscuous company, bring the great things of 
religion so into notice, as to produce a permanently salutary effect 
on those who are present, let him by all means frequent such com. 
panies; but if he finds, that partly on account of his own timidity 
and unskilfulness, though principally on account of the backward. 
ness and repugnance of others, he Can never introduce a strictly 
religious topic with the prospect of a successful result, let him 
seek a more suitable scene for the exercise of benevolence. He 
will do more good by spending one evening in social prayer for his 
acquaintance, than by conversing with them a month on worldly 
things. 

Besides, let Christians make their social intercourse strictly re. 
ligious; let them maintain the ascendency in their own circles, 
and give a tone and character to the conversation; and they 
may easily and most happily introduce to their society one 
and another of their friends and neighbors, who are inclined 
to be serious. In this manner they will exhibit the true nature of 
Christian benevolence, and will have good reason to expect a 
blessing on their pure and chastened conversation and holy example. 

4. Though this subject is altogether of a practical nature, it will 
in some cases afford asafe criterion of Christian theology. I lay 
it down as a principle, that no system of religious doctrine can be 
the true one, unless it naturally prompts to such a train of 
thinking and judging, as characterized the discourses of our Savior 
and his apostles, recorded in the New Testament. But thereisa 
system of theology in the world, (and unhappily it has crept in 
privily among us,) which never prompts its votaries to converse 
en the most solemn subjects;—the value of the soul, the evil of sin, 
the depravity of man, his native stupidity and blindness and obdu- 
racy, the wrath of God, the nature of holy love, the excellency of 
the Gospel, and the glory hereafter to be revealed. You might be with 
these persons months and years, and never hear them enter into a 
conversation,that would recognize the great and awful truths,which 
are to be found in almost every chapter of the Gospels and the 
Epistles. You might scrutinize their habitual and most unconstrain- 
ed manner of thinking and talking, without finding evidence that 
they had ever imbibed the spirit of John or Paul. 

5. What an affecting view does this subject give us of the amaz- 
ing alienation of man from God. At such adistance are the mass 
of mankind desirous of living from their Maker, the source of all 
being and happiness, that they cannot bear to be reminded of 
their relation to him, or to have their accountability brought into 
view. Though dependent on him for every faculty which they 
possess, and for every breath which they inhale, they are never 
so happy, orrather so free from uneasiness,as when they banish all 
thoughts of him from their minds. Though he has provided sal- 
vation for them at an infinite expense, they regard the bare men- 
tion of this salvation an wnmannerly intrusion upon their socia! 
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enjoyments. While angels look down from heaven, upon the re- 
demption of our world, with ineffable wonder, joy, and delight, a 
great proportion of the miserable beings to whom this veiry sal- 
vation is offered, cast a reproachful eye upon the man who would 
urge it tenderly upon their consciences, and contemptuously scowl 
him from their presence. A. M. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


ADDRESS OF THE DIRECTORS OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR 
EDUCATING PIOUS YOUTH FOR THE GOSPEL MINISTRY. 


Havine been particularly requested by the Directors to insert the following address, we 
are disposed to gratify them and our readers by giving it a prominent place, and a 
larger type than we are usually able to allot to similar articles. ‘he great object of this 
Society, and the weighty considerations here brougit inio view, will doubtless ensure 
this address a serious perusal; and we hope the public liberality will increase with the 
increasing demands which are made upon it. 


In the present appeal to the public, we shall take it for granted 
that our fellow-Christians and fellow-citizens at large are not now 
to be informed of the existence, or of the nature and objects of the 
Society, whose cause we plead. A pamphlet containing its Consti- 
tution and Address has been, for more than a year, in extensive 
circulation. ‘To that pamphlet, to the sermons printed by the So- 
ciety, and the annual Report of the Directors,we must refer those, 
who wish for particular information respecting the design of the 
institution, and its claims on the patronage of the community. 

Of facts, estimates and arguments, already before the public, a 
ininute recapitulation would be obviously improper. We are con- 
lident likewise, that it is unnecessary. ‘The very designation of 
the Society in whose behalf we speak, carries in it a powerful ap- 
peal to the hearts of Christians. The design of educating pious 
youth for the Gospel ministry,cannot fail instantaneously to commend 
itself to every friend of God and man. 

With all who believe in Revelation, it is an acknowledged and 
familiar principle, that the Christian ministry is tie great standing 
ordinance of Heaven, for the conversion and salvation of men. It 
is to the blessing of God on this institution, that the progress and 
influence of Christianity in the world are to be principally ascribed. 
The fact is attested by the experience of eighteen centuries. Other 
means, it is acknowledged, have their important place and _ use. 
The dissemination of the written word is an essential requisite, not 
merely to the prosperity, but to the existence of religion in a com- 
munity. But the sacred Scripture itself, without a standing min- 
istry to expound its doctrines, and administer its ordinances, has 
opposed an unavailing resistance to human ignorance and deprav- 
ily. For want of pious and well instructed preachers, many por- 
tions of New England, the most favored region of the United 
States, have scarcely to this hour emerged from a state of hea- 
thenism. 'T'o the same cause it is owing, that other portions, once 
the abode of Christian institutions, and Christian piety, have gone 
back to a condition of gross ignorance and stupidity. 
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Nor let it be forgotten, that while it is the grand aim of Chris. 
tianity to train man to future blessedness, it sheds the most beni), 
influence on his present condition. It is the best friend of litera. 
ture, of science, and the arts; the guardian of liberty; the support 
of government; the cement of society; the seurce of all that adorns 
and sweetens life. ‘To preserve, then, and to perpetuate the Chris. 
tian ministry, is a first dictate of patriotism and philanthropy, as 
well as of piety. Whe that feels for his country, and his species, 
can forbear to cherish an institution connected, by so many liga. 
ments, with whatever is interesting and precious to human beings? 
What man of religion, or of sensibility, would not weep to think, 
that in this land, once blest with a singular plenitude of religious 
instruction, there should be experienced the heaviest of divine judg. 
ments, a famine of the word of the Lord? 

in intimating a danger of this kind, we do not sound a false or 
needless alarm; we do but echo the apprehensions of every well in- 
formed and reflecting mind. We refer to facts, too evident to be 
disputed, too obvious to be overlooked, too serious to be trifled 
with. For many years, the number of qualified Gespel ministers, 
compared with the population of our country, has been gradually, 
but rapidly diminishing. While the most favored sections in the 
community are but imperfectly supplied, immense regions are ab. 
solutely desolate; and thousands upon thousands go down to the 
grave, from year to year, uninstructed and unwarned, In a word, 
the fact is undeniable, that mutLions of the inhabitants of Ahese 
United States are destitute of the stated nieans of religious instruc- 
tion; and of these unhappy beings, a considerable portion has never 
so much as heard a Gospel sermon, or beheld the face of a Chiris- 
tian minister. 

The exigencies of our suffering fellow-countrymen, «bone of our 
bones, and flesh of our flesh,” have at length touched the hearts of 
their more privileged brethren. ‘Their claims have been felt and 
acknowledged. A system of measures has been devised, and put 
into operation, for their relief. Indeed, the facts we have stated 
must be amply suilicient to evimce, to every person of reflection, 
the duty of extraordinary, and bitherto unprecedented exertions to 
increase the number of duly qualified ministers of the Gospel. 
And we deem it one of the felicities of the Society which through 
ug, as its organ, now addresses the Christian public, that while its 
jan enables it to call inte the service of the church, the brightest 
talents and the most fervent piety of our rising youth, wherever 
they may be found, it secures, likewise, to those talents the best 
cultivation, ana to that piety the most rational direction. 

Most devoutly and affectionately would we adore the Father of 
mercies, the Giver of every good gift, for his smiles upon our infant 
Institution. Wecongratulate its friends and well-wishers through- 
eut the community, that in less thana year and a half, from the 
commencement of its operations, it has received under its patron- 
age eighly-eight young men of “promising talents, and hopeful piety.” 
We gratefully acknewledge, likewise, the sensibility and favor with 
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which its object has been regarded by Christians at large, and the 
active and generous patronage which it has received. 

At the same time, our circumstances and our prospects constrain 
us to renew our appeal to the liberality of the public. In receiving 
so large a number of youth, we obeyed at once the impulse of feel- 
ing, and of apprehended duty; the intimations of Providence, and 
the demands of Zion. Yet we could not be ignorant that we were 
casting both ourselves and our beloved charge on the charity of 
our fellow-Christians. The funds entrusted to our care, unless 
they receive large accessions, will soon be exhausted. And it 
now remains to be seen whether these young pensioners shal! 
be thrown back upon the mercy of the world; whether the doors of 
the Society shall be closed against new applicanis; whether the 
raised hopes of the churches shall terminate in the bitterness of dis- 
appointment; whether, in a word, the brightest day that has. ever 
dawned on our American Israel shall be suddenly overshadowed 
by the gloom of midnight. 

As to the issue of the experiment, we cannot, for ourselves, en- 
tertain either anxiety or doubt. We cannot suspect that a Society 
which has laid such strong hold on the public affection, will be sut- 
fered to perish in its infancy. We cannot believe that the thou 
sands, who send up their daily prayers for its prosperity, will with- 
hold from it their active patronage, and liberal aid. We are hum- 
bly confident that the GLortous HEAD oF THE CHURCH will cherish 
and support a cause so signally HIs owN; that having inspired the 
great design, he will supply the means of its accomplishment; and 
that many a treasure is now accumulating, which He will draw 

forth to the service of his sanctuary. 

‘The present era is honorably distinguished as the age of benefi- 
cence. Scarcely any important object, which commends itself to 
ihe approbation of the public, fails to be patronized by its liberality. 
It is far from our wish to establish our claims on the attention of 
the community, by depreciating those of others. Nor have we 
occasion. The Society for educating pious youth for the ministry 
has its interests and success intimately interwoven with the inter- 
est and success of all other pious and benevolent institutions. Its 
designs are directly auxiliary to theirs; and it claims their friends 
and patrons as its own. While Bible Socicties are sending forth 
the sacred volume in every direction, it is peculiarly important 
that interpreters should follow to explain it.. Without a great in- 
crease of qualified preachers, Missionary Societies must soon sec 
their efforts prove abortive, and their very means of operation fail. 
Ynstitutions for suppressing vice, and reforming the public man- 
ners, must look for their principal supporto the fajthful inculcation 
of Gospel doctrines, precepts and motives. And we appeal to all the 
friends of humanity, of science and literature, whether these great 
objects have not always received the njost active and efficient pat- 
ronage from an enlightened Christian ministry. 

It is a fact never to be forgotten, that at the very period whe 
the friends of Zion have begun ta feel the necessity and obligation 
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of secking out pious youth, and gratuitously training them for the 
ministry, uncommon effusions of heavenly grace have visited vari- 
ous regions of our country, and especially our public seminaries of 
learning. ‘I'hese signal interpositions speak a language, not to be 
misunderstood. They announce to Christians that their designs are 
approved in heaven, and patronized by Gep himself; that their pious 
liberality will never want an object, nor their humble efforts a 
divine cooperation. 

Other peculiarities in the aspects of the times, we deem highly 
auspicious. In almost every portion of our country, the conviction 
is commencing, or gaining ‘strength, of the inestimable worth of 
the Gospel, and especially of the Christian ministry. ‘The slumber 
of ages is disturbed; and thousands, and myriads are apparently 
beginning to feel that they are immortal, “Send us the bread af 
life send us missionaries send us ministers’’——such is the 
pathetic and importunate cry which echoes and re-echoes from one 
extremity of the land to the other. It is not for Christians to close 
their ears and hearts against such appeals as these. When the 
fields are thus white to the harvest, who would not employ every 
effort to prepare and send forth a host of laborers. 

We congratulate all who have the sensibilitics of Christiaus, or 
of men, that they have such an invaluable opportunity for action; 
that they may act on a large scale; and with the inspiring hope 
that the consequences will be beneficial, beyond the possibili ty of 
calculation. We congratulate those, whom Heaven has blest with 
opulence, that an object is now placed before them, which can 
«give gold a price,” and render it no common privilege to be rich. 
We would remind those, whose circumstances are little above me- 
diocrity, or even below it, that they are not precluded from bear- 
jng an important part in this work of mercy. ‘Their offerings, 
though individually small, may, in the aggregate, be vastly impor- 
tant. With that large portion of our fellow-citizens who, from 
the pressure of the times, have found their property, and their 
means of doing good, materially diminished, we sincercly sympa- 
thize. Yet to such, we may be permitted to recommend the ex- 
ample of a pious merchant, who, having received intelligence of 
losses so great as seemed to threaten him with poverty, took the 
eccasion to devote several considerable sums to purposes of benevo- 
Jence and piety. If,” said he. «“‘my property is thus forsaking me, 
Jet mne at least secure a part of it.” 

But while we duly estimate the importance of individual contri- 
butions, our principal expectations are derived from the combined 
exertions of Societies. We rejoice that several County Associa- 

tions have already sprung up in aid of our design; from some of 
which we receive the most efficient support. With confidence we 
rely on the continuance of their exertions; and we entertain the 
hope that their example will soon be imitated throughout the com- 








monwealth. 


it is one of the promiment and delightful peculiarities of the day, 


that pious and amiable females have come forward, with a sensibil- 
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ity and zeal hitherto unparalleled, to promote the cause of religion. 
Precluded from actively preaching the Gospel of their adored Re- 
deemer, they are doing more than their equal part in furnishing 
the means, and preparing the instruments for the glorious work, 
Surely, this is not to «overstep the modesty” of the sex. It is their 
highest ornament and glory. We calculate largely on their sup- 
vorts and have already received, frum individuals and associations, 
important contributions to our funds. 

But there are societies of a particular species, to which we look 
vith a singular confidence. We mean the churches of Jesus Christ. 
Bound by tics innumerable, by obligatious unparalleled, to love 
the Redeemer’s cause, and the souls for which he died, they surely 
can never be indifferent to an Institution most intimately con 
nected with both. ‘To them is committed the’sacRED DEPosIT of 
the Gospel,not to be concealed in obscurity, not to be confined within 
their own pale, but to be spread through the world; to be communi- 
cated through its authorized and qualified ministers to every crea- 
tue. Such is the express command of Christ himself. Brethren, 
what have you done in obedience to this command? And what are 
you now doing, Alas! have you not slumbered too long? Arouse, 
ihen, and pay the long arrear of duty to your Savior; of compassion 
(9 the souls of men. A-Society comes to your door, and asks your 
aid in extending the Gospel, by multiplying the number of its min- 
isters. Andshallit ask in vain? Shall not your liberal offerings 
witness that its object, and its prosperity are dear to your hearts? 

Fellow-Christians and fellow-citizens! We have spread before 
you the exigencies of the Church, and the community. We have 
attempted to plead with you the cause of the Redeemer, of Zion, 
and of man. It is yours, under God, to determine whether the 
American church shall continue to be fed with the bread of heaven, 
or be afflicted with spiritual famine. It is yours to determine 
whether this favored land shall still be brightened with the beams 
of the Sun of righteousness, or be covered with the glooms of igno- 


rance, of delusion, and moral death. ELIPHALET PEARSON, 
ABIEL HoLMEs, DaNIEL Dana, 

Boston, EBENEZER PorTER, JosHva BaTEs, 

July 22, 1817. Browns EMERSON, Asa Eaton. 


For the Panoplist. 
LAWS OF CONNECTICUT IN REFERENCE TO THE SABBATH. 


{x the last number of the Panoplist appeared an abstract of the 
jaws of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Vermont, relative to 
the observance of the Sabbath. ‘The different provisions were ar- 

ranged under different sections, in the order in which they stand 
in the statute books. 1 propose now to give an abstract of the 
laws of Connecticut on the same subject; but as the various enact- 
ments are comprised under twenty-two sections, | shall endeavor to 
Sive the substance of them in as brief a manner as possible. The 
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earliest provision which now remains in the statute, was enacted 
in 1702 from the law of Massachusetts of 1692; the latest was in. 
troduced at the revision in 1784. 

The law enjoins it upon ali to apply themselves on the Lord’s 
day to duties of religion and piety, and inflicts a penalty of fifty 
cents on unnecessary absence from public worship, provided there 
be any,on which the delinquent could conveniently and consci- 
vntiously attend: it forbids secular labor, (works of netessity ant 
mercy ‘excepted,) all public amusements, and all travelling, under 
a penalty of from ten to twenty shillings: it punishes convening in 
the streets or elsewhere and leaving a person’s home, unless to at- 
tend public worship, or perform sume work of necessity or mercy, 
by a fine of eighty-four cents. ‘The same penalty is inflicted 
on an innholder, who shall entertain inhabitants of the town where 
he lives, on the Sabbath, or shall permit them to spend any part 
of that day, or the evening afterwards, idly at his house or its 
dependencies; and every person so spending his time is subject to 
a like penalty. All prosecutions for these offences must be made 
within one month after they were committed. No warning of any 
business of a secular nature is permitted to be put up in any part 
of a meeting-house, so as to remain there on the Sabbath, under a 
penalty of exghty-four cents; and it is made the duty of tythingmen 
and constables to pull down any sach warning. Masters of ves- 
sels are forbidden to sail from any port or river on the Sabbath, or 
to pass by any place on Connecticut river where public worship is 
held, between sunrise and sunset of that day, under a penalty of 


five dollars. Wilful disturbance of public worship is punished by 


a fine of from twenty shillings to thirty-four dollars; rude and inde- 
cent behavior within a house of public worship, by a fine of from 
eighty-four cents to sevendollars. Civil process served on the Sab- 
bath is void; and the officer serving it exposes himself to a fine of 
fen shillings and to a private action for damages. Every town 
shall annually choose two or more tythingmen for each religious 
society,and they shall be sworn to a faithful discharge of the office. 
‘The grand-jurymen, constables, and tythingmen of each town shal] 
carefuHy inspect the behavior of all persons on the Sabbath, and 
make due presentment of all breaches of this law to the next as- 
sistant, or justice of the peace. These prosecutors are allowed 
thirty-four eents a day for the time spent in prosecuting, which is to 
be paid bythe person convicted. Parents, guardians, and mas- 
ters, are obliged to pay fines imposed upon minors under their 
control, for breaches of this act. No person convicted, however, 
shall be charged with more than one prosecutor. If any person 
convicted under this act shall refuse to pay his fine, or to present 
estate for that purpose, the justice before whom he was tried may 
sentence him to be whipped not exceeding twenty stripes. No appeal 
is allowed. If children under fourteen years of age are convicted 
under this act, they shall be punished by their parents, or mas- 
ters, in the presence of an officer; and if the parents refuse to ad- 
minister due correction, they shall be fined fifty cents. Every as- 
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sistant and every justice of the peace is empowered and directed, 
when they shall have plain view or personal knowledge of any 
person’s violating the Sabbath, within the limits of their authori- 
ty, to cause him to be apprehended and brought before them, either 
with or without a written warrant, and to command all necessary 
assistance; and every grand-juryman, sheriff, constable, and tyth- 
ingman, are directed and empowered to apprebend persons trans- 
gressing this law, and to carry them without warrant before the 
next assistant or justice of the peace, and to command all neces- 
sary assistance; provided the delinquents are taken upon sight, or 
upon present information of others. Sheriffs and constables re- 
ceiving any warrant to apprehend persons charged with violating 
this law, are bound to pursue them any where within the limits of 
ihe authority granting the warrant. Refusal to assist in appre- 
hending delinquents under this act is punished by another general 
act, made on the subject of refusing to obey sheriffs and constables 
in the execution of their office. 


On the laws, of which an abstract has been given, I have leis- 
ure at present for only two observations, 

1. The provisions, which inflict a penalty on voluntary absence 
from public worship, ought to be repealed. Without going into an 
examination of the propriety or impropriety of making such pro- 
visions originally, it is perfectly evident that they will not be ene 
forced, It is equally evident, that every law which cannot be en- 
forced, or which it is morally certain will not be enforced, should 
be repealed. Nor does the intrinsic excellency of any law make 
itthe duty of the legislature to retain it in the statute-book, if it 
certainly will not be executed. One great sin of omission, of 
which almost all legislatures are guilty, is the neglect to remove 
from the code such parts, as experience proves to be a dead letter. 

A law compelling the people to attend public worship can never 
be enforced in any society, unless a decided preponderance of in- 
fluence is strongly in favor of it; and if such an influence exists, 
it may probably be more efficaciously exerted in advising those, 
who absent themselves from the worship of God, and expostulating 
with them, than by levying a small fine upon them. But the same 
reasoning does not apply to violations on the Sabbath by labor, 
travelling, and idle sauntering in public. 

2. The laws in reference tothe Sabbath are not ineffectual bee 
cause the penalties are too small. No good whatever would re- 
sult from a general increase of the penalty; on the contrary, the 
Jaws would be less likely than at present to be executed. I do not 
intend, however, that certain kinds of violations of the Sabbath 
should not be singled out and punished by a particular and higher 
penalty. Thus, in Massachusetts, the driving a hackney-coach in or 
from Boston is properly singled out from other travelling; and, in 
Connecticut, the driving of stage-coaches is, by a recent law, sin- 
sled out in like manner. The penalty is éen dollars, if I remem, 
berright, on the owner and driver. It would be well, if a law 
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were made in every state, on similar principles. It is always 
easy to find the owners and drivers of stages; but a large propor. 
tion of others, who violate the Sabbath by travelling, are soon be. 
yond the reach of the state laws, which they have violated. Again 
the owners of stages, which are regularly driven on the Sabbath, 
are in pursuit of gain by this practice. It is with an ill grace, 
therefore, that they can complain when they are prosecuted, 

The great thing which needs to be discovered is, an effectual 
method of enforcing the laws now in existence; and the further 
interference of the legislature is wanted, if wanted at all, only to 
provide some such method. A. B, 


REVIEW. 


CV. A General History of the United States of America, from the Dis. 
covery in 1492 ¢%9 1792; or, Sketches of the Divine Agency, in their set- 
tlement, growth, and protection; and esfiecially in the late memorable Rev. 
olution. In three volumes. Vol. I. Exhibiting a general view of the prrin- 
cipal events, from the discovery of North America to the year 1775. By 
Benyamin TRumsBuLi, VD. DY. Boston; Farrand, Mallory, and Co, 
1810. pp. 467. 


THe curiosity existing in all nations to know something of past 
ages, is displayed in the attachment of the savage to tradition, in 
the fondness of the ignorant for legendary tales, and in the stories 
of the nursery, no less than in the pleasure, with which the 
scholar or the statesman dwells on the delineation of departed 
greatness, or ponders over the causes and effects of mighty 
revolutions. 

Among numerous varieties, we notice two distinct species o! 
writing employed by those, who have assumed the dignificd office 
of the historian, ‘The design of those who belong to the one class 
has been to collect and record the facts which were witnessed in 
their own age, or had previously been registered ina differen! 
shape by their predecessors. The writer of the other class assigns 
to facts a very subordinate station; and though to obtain the name 
of history some narration of events be necessary, still, could the 
writer’s intention have been accomplished in any other mode, witli 
equal facility and certainty, he would never have troubled himself 
orhis readers with the exploits of the soldier, nor with the in- 
trigues or virtues of the politician, Asthey are found, he makes 
scarce any other use of them, than occasionally as pegs, on which 
to hang a favorite theory; and his work resembles the bare outlines 
of a picture so excessively colored and varnished, that it has more 
effect in dazzling the eye of the spectator, than in bringing the 
original to his recollection,or making him acquainted with the face 
of a stranger. ‘Too nearly allied to the latter class have been 
several writers of distinguished fame in our own language. ‘The 
late Hon, C. J. Fox remarked of two of the most popular English 
historians, that ‘sone of them so loved a king, and the other se 
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hated a priest, that in any case wherea King or priest were con- 
cerned, neither writer could be depended on.” 

These two modes of writing are not always pushed to their far- 
thest limits, by those, who ordinarily practise them. They on 
occasion exchange their dress, and one uses the forms of the other. 
To relieve the languor attending a long detail of occurrences, the 
most faithful narrator is allowed to digress, and give us his re- 
fections on the subject passing under review. In compassing this 
object, many of the ancient, and some modern writers, have put 
loug harangues into the mouth of some principal personage, which 
circumstances forbid us to believe he ever uttered. On the other 
hand, the declamatory historian, designing to palm on us his own 
sentiments, Father than inform us of events precisely as_ they 
transpired, condescends occasionally to employ simple unadorned 
narrative, lest the reader should happen to fancy himself abused. 

We need not say how far mere manner will goto give currency 
toworks of this kind, but it is perfectly anderstood to possess so 
commanding an influence, as, in the opinion of many, to atone for 
all faults. Authors in this department have not blushed to de- 
dare, that “history owes its excellence more to the writer’s man- 


ner, than the materials of which it is composed.” Wf instead of 
“excellence,” they had said popularity, we might have acceded to 
the correctness of the remark, since unquestionably a large portion 


of these writers are read with avidity, whose manner constitutes 


_ their onty recommendation. But, as the primary intention of his- 
| tory is to transmit the knowl@dge of facts, it would readily be con- 


cluded, that the degree of merit in these productions is to be meas- 


ured by the fidelity exhibited in the collection, and the perspicuity 


of arrangement. 4 

Since the enormous mass of materials is incessantly increasing, 
and the augmentation is to be commensurate with the lapse of ages, 
i¢ Who makes the most judicious selection from the mass, and ar- 
ranges in the most luminous order, what he has compressed within 
the narrowest compass, will have performed an essential service in 
this department of literature. 

These two qualities of clearness and brevity, we think very hap- 
pily united inthe volume before us. In the wide field over which 
such an author must travel, a superabundance of matter is to be ex- 
amined: so much is to be rejected; so many things, which are 
eventually admitted, must pass the severest scrutiny, that none can 
justly estimate the magnitude of the labor, unless after having 
oven engaged in an attempt of a similar nature. Of these persons 
the number is always small. Those readers, who have made his- ‘ 
tory, both ancient and modern, their particular study, and pored¢;.” 
With intense application over its pages, will be not only most. y¢) 
telligent, but most candid judges of the difficulties to be CNfh 1585, 


I tumnbull, as presenting no ordinary claims to attention 47 
iterary, are not its only merits. Some notice of *’ 
the author is thus given in the preface, 
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“Its object is to excite gratitude and praise in the hearts of all belivers ;, 
a Divine Providence, to confirm their trust in Him whose Kingdom rule, 
over all: and to be a perpetual testimony of His goodness and wonderfy| 
works, particularly towards his American Israel. Though few writers ,: 
profane history notice the greatness and government of the Almighty, in t). 
events which they relate, yet these are by far the most importantand usefy 
partof history. The pious and celebrated Rollin, after mentioning a yup. 
ber of important uses of history, says, “but another object of infinitely greate, 
importance claims our attention; it proclaims universally the great. 
ness of the Almighty, his power, his justice, and above all, the admir. 
able wisdom with which his providence governs the universe.” With 
these views it was thought, that an history of the United States of this king 
might be peculiarly Ba It was hoped, also, that it might bring the inhab. 
jtants of our country into a more general acquaintance with each other. 
awaken their mutual sympathies, promote their union and general welfare 
It was supposed, that a view of the hardships, sufferings and anxious care o/ 
their ancestors,and of the vast labors and expense of blood and treasure, 
with which they acquired and handed down to their posterity so fair an jp. 
heritance; such an extensive country, such wise institutions, and such distiy. 
guished privileges, civil and religious, might beget in them a just veneratio, 
for the tathers of the country, and tend to inspire them with the same spirit 
of true liberty and magnanimity, and pious zea] to perpetuate these invalus- 
ble blessings.” pp. x, Xi. 


In accordance with these declarations, the author has pursued 
his work, neither losing sight of his object, nor forgetting for whos 
use it was intended. ‘hus in relating the long wars in which the 
natives were engaged with each other, some of which continued 
more than half acentury, and alter stating, that whole tribes were 
sometimes extirpated by the implacable animosity with which they 
fought, and the devastation attendant on victory, it is added; «Like 
hungry lions the taste of blood enkindled their rage and inflamed 
their thirst. The passjon of revenge seemed to possess their whole 
souls, and hurry them on to mutual destruction.’ We are then toll, 
on the authority of Colden, that «They often travelled singly, or 
in very small parties, to the distance of three or four hundred 
miles, and lurked about the parties and villages of each other, to 
shed blood, and revenge the deaths and wrongs of their respective 
friends and nations.” 

After a brief enamerationof such crimes, miseries, and wretch: 
edness, we are presented with the following reflections. 


“Blow affecting is the portrait, which these savage nations exhibit of tut 
natural blindness, turpitude and misery of man? How striking is the evt 
dence they present of his need, both of human and divine instructio' 
Though in his vanity he would be wise, yet is he not burn like the wild ass: 
colt? Whocan contemplate the habitations of darkness and cruelty, bu! 
with a touching sense of the inestimable preciousness of the blessings © 


. “ivilization andthe Gospel? How much greater happiness do mankind ina ve!) 


“-r years enjoy under their benign influence, than in whole ages, where thei 


Ol @ S-+ing and ennobling light have never shone? These only give the gentlema! 
several ix¢ Christian their superiority to the wild American. ‘These recover th! 
late Hon, from slavery and abuse, tothe original dignity and tenderness of trea! 


that part of human nature. hese rescue her offspring from negle” 
event them from falling a bloody sacrifice to evil spirits; pr’ 
‘der nursing, their civil and Christian education. ‘The !¢' 
reveals the path of lite,and cheers the heart with the 
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e,livening prospects of a blissful immortality. Where is the Christian, or 
the gentleman, who can look upon a savage, and contemplate who maketh 
nim to differ; that no man hath any thing but what he hath received; and not 
feel his heart warm with gratitude to Him from whom is derived ev- 
ery good gift? Can Americans be innocent, if, while they enjoy an accumu- 
jation of blessings, possess the country, and witness the wretchedness of the 
Aborigines, they neglect any proper measures, or spare any pains to com- 
municate to them the blessings of civilization, liberty aud Christianity?” 
pp. 50, 51. 


The office of the historian is perhaps seldom estimated in its full 
power, because its influence is exerted rather in a succeeding age, 
than in that of the writer. In the conflict of rival parties, the 
passions are too much excited to listen to an impartial sentence on 
the ordinary affairs of legislation; much less on those revolutions 
whickchange the face of empires. ‘These occupy the strong feelings 
of every man,through the medium of interest or affection. But if we 
rarely, or never, find writings of this sort, to which we may allow 
complete impartiality, we are pleased to see near approximations 
towards a quality so valuable. Men, who can so far divest them- 
selves of the spirit of party, as to reach this enviable station, du 
not hesitate to give honesty or magnanimity its full praise,though it 
be foundin an enemy; nor scruple to brand with his proper mark, 
the wretch who lurks in the camp they have chosen to defend. In 
the work under consideration, some respectabie exhibitions of this 
kind are seen. 


“The Indians have been represented by some writers, as the most sordid. 
and contemptible part of the human species: as the very ruins and dregs of 
mankind. However, in justice to their character, it ought to be observed, 
‘hat on the first arrival of the English, both in Virginia and New-England, 
they treated them with great kindness. In Virginia, they carried them on 
shore upon their backs, that they might not wet themselves in wading from 
their boats; they washed their clothes, and even their feet; and feasted them 
in the best manner of which they were capable. The writers of those 
times say, ‘a more kind and loving people cannot be.’ In New-England, 
they made them welcome to their cabins, by good treatment and the best 
provisions they could furnish. They taught them how to plant and cultivate 
the Indian corn: and when any of them were lost in the woods, and other- 
wise must have perished, they fed and conducted them safely to their quar- 
‘ers. Faithless as they have been represented, Massasoit, and his succes- 
sors, kept good faith with the English for nearly half acentury. ‘The five 
nations have maintained their confederation with each other inviolate, for 
time immemorial. ‘They maintained with the utmost punctuality their trea- 
ties with the Dutch of New-York and Albany, from their commencement 
vill the English became masters of the province, and the Datch goverament 
ceased.” p. 29. 


Again we are told, that, ‘after the arrival of the Europeans, it 
was, in many instances, their wicked policy to promote these wars, 
lor theirown advantage.” p. 36. And further that, in Virginia, 
“Lhe Indians had been exasperated by the imprudent and cruel 
treatment, which they had received from the English. itn 1585, 
Sir Richard Greenville burnt a whole Indian town, and destroyed 
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their corn, merely to revenge their stealing a silver cup.” », 
<4 Similar marks of impartiality may be noticed in pp. 73, 74, 
and 75. 

It is a correct maxim, that ‘those, who fear the Deity most, are 
least afraid of men.” If the converse of this sentiment be equally 
true, it will net be difficult to discover the necessity of some re. 
straint from human opinion imposed on those, who deride the 
faws of the Supreme Ruler, or deny his existence: whose scepti. 
cism places them beyond the influence of those considerations 
resulting from a belief in the retributions of eternity. If 


«The evil that men do lives after them,” 


let the antidote likewise be transmitted to future years; let the 
loudest testimony of impartial justice be echoed along the vale of 
successive ages, teaching the guilty votaries of ambition to read 
the award they are to expect, in the decisions already pronounced 
on their precursors. 

This volume coutains an immense multitude of facts, interesting 
toevery man who aspires to know the principal events, which 
took place in the settlement and unparalleled enlargement of the 
British colonies, now the United States. The narrative is car- 
vied on ina lively manner. No part of the book is dull. The 
author discovers every where a sacred regard to truth and impar- 
tiality; and will be considered by the judicious of the present day, 
and by posterity, as ranking among the most valuable American 
historians. ; 

We are informed in the preface, that 


“It was the author’s design to comprise the history of the United States 
n three volumes; the first to close with the year 1764; the second with the 
capture of General Burgoyne and his army, Oct 17, 1777; and the third 
with 1792; the whole comprising a gencral history of three complete 
centuries. 

The author had written the first volume, and part of the second; but he had 
been so retarded by writing the history of Connecticut, and a number of un- 
foreseen events, that considering his advanced age, and the necessary labors 
still on hand, he judged he should not be able to complete the work himself, 
and therefore,sometime since, committed his manuscript histories, so far 
as they had been written, and his whole collection of papers and documents 
relative to them, into the hands of a friend, in whose ability and fidelity he 
places an entire confidence, that they will be completed, as early as the 


nature and magnitude of the work will admit, according to its original plat 
and design.” 


Weare informed, that the gentleman, to whom the work has 
been committed, intends to prepare it for publication, as_ his 
leisure and ability shall permit; and that it will be published ac- 


cording to the original design. Probably the historical narration 
will be brought down to the present day. 


Avg 














$817. Journal of Messrs. Hali an@ Newell. $71 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MESSRS. HALL AND NEWELL. 
AT BOMBAY, CONTINUED FROM P. 324. 


April 12, 1816. Good Friday. To day we have witnessed among the Catholic 
Christians a scene not much inferior in grossness to the idolatry of the hea- 
then: viz. a representation of the death and burial of Christ. The image 
of Christ on the cross was exhibited in the church; the doors and win- 
dows were closed to represent the darkness that covered the land at the 
time of the crucifixion; the earthquake and the rending of the rocks 
were represented by a simultaneous stamping with the feet, rapping with 
canes, and clapping of hands. In the evening, the image was taken down 
from the cross, laid on a bier, and carried in procession round the 
church, on the outside, with torches and an immense crowd of people follow - 
ing. The image of the virgin Mary followed the bier. During the proces. 
sion, ire-works were played off, which gave a brilliancy tothe scene, and 
attracted a vast concourse of spectators. Many of the heathen were pres- 
ent. They feel much strengthened in their image worship by observing the 
same practice among Christians; and they never fail to bring forward the 
practice of the Roman Catholics, when their own idolatry is attacked. This 
obliges us to tell them, that though the Catholics bear the Christian 
name, they have broken the commandments of God by setting up images 
in their temples; and that we have no communion with them. 

18th. We received letters from our brethren Richards, Warren, Bard- 
well, Poor and Meigs, informing us of their arrival in Ceylon, and of thei: 
kind reception by the Governor there. We were much rejoiced at this in- 
telligence. We got letters, at the same time, from the Secretary and Treas- 
urer of the Board, which afforded us much satisfaction in regard to commu- 
nications formerly made to the Board. 

19th. We wrote to the Brethren in Ceylon, advising that brother Bardwell! 
should immediately come to Bombay, in the hope of being able to continue 
here, and that the other four should fix on the Tamul language and continue 
for the present in Ceylon. 

2ist. We wrote again to the brethren, advising that two of them instead 
of one should come to Bombay. We at first thought, that if more than one 
should come, it would be less probable that either of them would be allow~ 
ed to stay, than if only one came. But on further consideration, we thought 
it so desirable to get in two of the brethren, if possible, that we ventured to 
advise two to come. 

We wrote also to Messrs. Skinner and Fyvie at Surat, informing them of 
the arrival of the brethren in Ceylon, and saying that probably some of them 
might be willing to take Mr. Ringletaube’s place in Travancore, if the 
missionaries of their Society were pleased with such an arrangement. 
28th. We received a letter from Surat, informing us, that they, (Messrs. 
>. and F.) thought it very desirable, that some of the brethren iately arrived 
should go and take charge of the destiiate congregations in Travancore, 
which Mr. Ringletaube had left. They recommended our writing to Viza- 
gapatam on the same subject for the opinion of the brethren there; which we 
did the next day. | 

May 3d. We wrote to Dr. Worcester by way of England, and also to 
Mr. Evarts, enclosing a copy of our account upto the end of the last year. 
Also, that on the 22d of April we opened another free school for native 
boys. We employ in it a Brahmin whom we are to pay 15 rupees a month, 
provided he collects in the school 100 boys. The school has succeeded so 
well, that it already contains nearly or quite a hundred. 

7th. We. received a letter from Mr. Thomason of Calcutta in answer to 
one from us, informing us that he could procure us a fount of Nagree 
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types in Calcutta for 1200 rupees, and that they could be ready in three 
months. This fact we consider as most auspicious and of the highest jp. 
portance to our mission; and we lost no time in requesting Mr. Thomason 
to order the types to be prepared and forwarded to us as soon as possible, 

17th. Since we have opened the two native free schools, several of the 
instructors of other schools have murmurec; pretending that their 
scholars had left them, in consequence of our free schools, and that thys 
their means of subsistence were taken away. The schoolmaster, whom 
we have employed, told us that all this was false and that he, (agreeably 
to our directions,) did not receive the boys from other schools. 

Today one of the neighboring schoolmasters came to us with his com. 
plaint. He said that he had for many years maintained himself and family by 
teaching a school; but that since our free school was opened many of his hoys 
left him. ‘The parents of some of them would no longer pay any thing, anq 
kept their children at home, and a number of the other boys were received 
tto our school. 

We told him, that if so, it was contrary to our directions, and once of ys 
agreed to meet him at the school in the evening. He did not appear there 
at the time; but on being sent for he came. He was desired to go into the 
school and pick out the boys, who belonged to his school. At this he seemed 
confused, and acknowledged that none of the boys were inthe school. He 
was reproved for his falsehood. This man,though a heathen,had long been the 
teacher of a school composed principally of the children of Jews. Several 
respectable looking Jews came at this time to our school. They soon began 
to intercede for the schoolmaster, saying, that he was a learned and good 
man; that he was poor; and that if we could give him a situation in a school, 
it would bea great favor. The man also pleaded earnestly in his own be- 
half. Thus were we assured of what we betore suspected, that all his nre- 
tensions were only a plan, by which he hoped to get a better employment 
himself. We have no doubt but that the other complaints about our schools 
were of the same nature. 

For several reasons it seems very desirable, that there should be a free 
school, principally for Jewish children. The Jews themselves have solicited 
it. They are very poor, and but few of their children are at present taught to 
read and write. In sucha school, the boys could be taught without any scru- 
ple, in the Scriptures of the Old Testament at least. A number of heathen 
boys would belong to the school; who, of course, would be instructed in thie 
knowledge of the true God. It would also lead to such an intercourse with 
the Jews, as would be favorable to their instruction in the knowledge otf 
Christ. 

23rd. Todaya Hindoo came tous, intreating that we would draft for 
him a petition to the chief magistrate of police without the fort of Bombay. 
Me wished to set forth in his petition, that a large number of cattle died an- 
nually in Bombay; that the order of police was, that the carcases of cattle 
thus dying should be immediately removed and buried, or otherwise disposed 
of so as to prevent the offensive anddangerous consequences of suffering so 
many Carcases to remain amidst a crowded population; that his cast were 
the eaters of such carcases; and that if the magistrate would grant to his 

cast the exclusive privilege of bursing,* or rather procuring for their own 
consumption, the carcases of all the cattle that die in Bombay, they would 
obligate themselves to pay annually to Government, for this monopoly, the 
sum of 100 rupees. He was asked what number belonged to his cast in 
Bombay? He said, they amounted to five or six hundred. These people 
are called A/hars. ‘They are all considered as outcasts; having become 
such,either by their own violation of the rules of their respective casts, 
or by being born of parents, who for the same reason had forfeited the priv- 
ileges of cast. Though they are considered as the most degraded and vicious 
class of Hindoos, yet they esteem themselves as a distinct cast, and they 
have their rules and customs, to which they attach as much importance as 


*Some time sinee we saw some of these people cutting up and dividing the carease of a 
buffalo, for which they gave ten rupees. 
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the other casts. The meanest of them would not cat with us, through dread 
of pollution and the loss of his cast. 

But these degraded creatures are not sunk so far but that the arm of the 
condescending Jesus can reach them, and raise them to sit with him in heav- 
enly places. In the records of the Danish mission, on the Coromandel 
coast, we find related the conversion of many of the same or a like class. 

Scarce a day passes, in which we do not labor to instruct in the knowledge 
of Christ more or less of this despised people. ( Zo be continued.) 


DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR 
FOREIGN MISSIONS, 





Tuly 1, 1817. . From a friend, by the Rey. Dr. Worcester, ~ . H5 00 
rom Isaac Porter of Westficld, ( Mass.) by the Rev. Isaac Knapp, 3 00 
from Miss Orelia Owen, of Westfield, - - 1 00—-4 00 
» From a Society in Northampton, which meets for united prayer, remitted 

by Mr. S. Clark, jun. to the Rev. Dr. Morse, . ° 18 00 
rrom Mr. S. Clark, jun. for the Indians in our own country, 5 00-————-23 00 
From the Female Mite Society in Charlestown, by Miss Catharine Edes, 2 55 
3. From the congregation of the Rev. Chester Wright, of Montpelier, (Ver.) 

a collection, - - - ° - 44 00 

From Mr. Abner Loveland, of Manchester, (Ver.) by the Rev. William 

Jackson, - - - ° - 1 00 
From James Hickocks, Esq. - e ° 50———-1 50 
Frem a Society in Shoreham, by Mr. Levi Parsons, an agent of the 

Board, - - - - ° 18 64 
l'rom do. in Woodstock, ° - ° 51 00 -49 64 
From individuals in Andover, by the Rev. Justin Edwards, for the trans- 

lations, = = - - : - - ~ 1 00 
From the widow Mary Gould, of Newburyport, by Mr. T. Lankester, 1 50 
The residue of the legacy, bequeathed to the Board, by the late Julia Norton, 

remitted by the Hon. John ‘Treadwell, - - - 488 00 
The product of a charity box, kept by Mr. Simeon Hart, jun. of Burlington, 4 

Con. - - - - - - - . 20 
-' Freon the Female Mite Socicty of Waynesboro’, Burke county, Geor- 

gia, remitted by Mrs. Amarinthia Whitehead and others, to the Rev. Dr. 

Morse, ° - . - - - - 110 00 
9. From the Rev. Thomas Crafts’s Society in Middleborough, and Taunton 

precinct, - - - - - - - 13 7 
11. From the Female Heathen’s Friend Society in New Bedford, 30.75 
i2, From the Female Tract Society in Norridgewock, by Mrs. Sarah Peet, 


Treasurer, . - . - - 11 00 
From Dea. Ezekiel Heald, of Norridgewock, - - 3 00-———14 00 
From David Burpe, Esq. of Sheffield, (N. Brunswick,) by the Rev. Dr. 





Morse, - - - 4 00 
14. Fromatady by Mr.S. T. Armstrong, - - - 50 00 
16. From Mr. T. E. by the Rev. Joshua Dean, of Locke, (N. Y.) - 4 00 
22. Froma Society of Femaies in Dracut, by Betsey Stanley, ‘Treasurer, to 
_the Rev. Dr. Worcester, - - - - - 21 OV 
From an unknown person, forwarded by mail from Zanesville, (Ohio,) by 

the Rev. James Culbertson, to the Rev. Dr. Worcester, - 10 00 
From Miss Polly Smith, of Pomfret, (Ver.) « ~ 2 00 
From Miss Esther Walcot, of do. - - - -, 1 00 
From an unknown female of Epping, (N. H.) - - 1 00 -35 00 
“3. From two sisters in Foxboro’, by the Rev. Thomas Williams, - 3 00 
Avails of bugles presented by an unknown person, b> . ; 17 
“4. From the Female Beneficent Society in New Canaan, (Con.) remitted by 

Mrs. Sarah Bonnes, to T. Dwight, Esq. - - 50 OU 
From the Ladies’ Cent Society in Wallingford, (Con.) by Mrs. Beebe, 

Treasurer, . . . - 15 76 
From a friend, , . . . . - 3 18———-68 94 
“8. From the Female Foreign Mission Society, of Greenwich, by Mrs. 

_Reumah Walker, Treasurer, remitted to T. Dw ight, Esq. ak 72 50 
Lrom the Female Foreign Mission Society, in Cummington, (Mass.) by Lois 
it orter, the Treasurer, ° . _ e - - 28 00 
‘rom the Society in Cummington, (Mass.) for promoting Christian Knowl- 

ge, bye Amos Cobh, Treasurer, ; a - - 19 00 


Carried forward $1,055 31 
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Brought torward $1,055 3, 
50. Fromthe Female Cent souety in Santee: (Maine,) by Ann L. 


Morris, ‘Treasurer, 19 09 
From the Charlestown Missionary Mite Society ; - - - 475 
Si. From an unknown person in Warren, ‘Trumbull County, Ohio, by mail, 5 00 
From a lady, by Mr.S 1. Armstrong, for missions in our own country, 7 00 
From the Foreign Mission Society of the Eastern district of New Haven 

County, by the Rev. Matthew Noyes, Treasurer, 70 00 
From the Heathen’s Friend womey | in Rochester, by ; Miss Hope Haskel, 

Treasurer, : 9 00 
Contributed after the anweal meeting, of sald Society, - 15 25-———24 9° 

es 
$1,185 31 


THE SCHOOL FUND. 


July 1,1817. From children in Mrs. Andrews’s school in Salem, by the 
Rev. Dr. W orcester, - - - - Si 38 
From children in Mrs. Curtis’s and Miss Floy d’s school, - 1 L1-———2 4g 
5. From Societies in the following towns for promoting the education of hea- 
then children, by Mr Levi /arsons, an agent of the Board, viz. 


Rutland, (Ver.) $8 10; Brandon, Si0 25; Orwell, $4 25, 22 60 
Brookfield, $14 12; Williamstown, S17 00; Barre, Sit 43 04 
Randolph, $34 75; Woodstock, 20 00; 5 acd i . 

(N. H. ) Sis 43, - - - - 73 18 
Individuals inWashington, (N. H.) 59 15 


From rs. Curtis of Windsor, v er.) part of $30 for the 
education of a heathen child to be named IsraEt Goarag, B 500-14 L5————1 52 97 
From individualsin Andover, by the Rev. Justin Edwards, 9 37 
From individuals in the Rev. J. W. Eastman’s parish, Methuen, remitted by 
Dr. Silas Brown, viz. 


From James Frye, $10 00; Phebe Frye, $5 00; other individuals, $27 00 42 00 
From a young lady in Essex County, toward the education of a child, to be 

named A H.a semi-annual payment, : - - - 15 00 
A collection in Winthrop, (Maine,) by Mr. James arial - 600 
Product of a charity box, for half a year, L Qn 7 25 
9. From a person in New bury old parish, by the Rev. Dr. Dina, - 112 
10. From the sssociation for educating heathen children, in Mount Vernon, 

(N. H_) by the Rey. Stephen Chapin, . : . - : S6 68 
12. From a friend in “herbur ne, (Ver.) by Mr. Levi Parsons, - 1 00 


15. From a number of ladies in Boston, and other places, for the education 

of a heathen female child in the family of our missionaries at Bombay, to be 

named Mary Mason, - - - - - - - 30 00 
From the following sources by the Rev. Fiias Cornelius, an agent of the 

Board. for missions and sehools among the Cherokee Indians, viz. 


Coutribution in the Rev. Mr. Paterson’s church, Philadelphia, 37 64 

Do. in the Rev. Mr. Skinner's, - - - 42 50 

Do. in two churches in Germantown, - - - 20 06 

Do. in the Rev. Dr. Holeomb’s church, ° 40 73 

Do. from a united audience in the church of the Rev. Dr. W ilson, 129 65 
Subscriptions collected by Mr. Cornelius personally, - 464 50-——=755 00 


17. Contributed at the monthly prayer-meeting in Keene, (N. H.) and re- 
mitted by the Rev. David Oliphant, viz. 

For the Foreign Mission School, - - - - 4 46 

For the school fund, without limitation, 3 00—— --7 46 

21. Avails of a chari ity box, kept by Miss Julia Mack, of Micdleficld, by the 


Rev. Freegrace Reynolds, - - 1 00 
Contributed at Be rlin, (Ver.) by the Rev. Chester Ww right, - 7 75 
Contributed in Royalton, (Ver. ) - - 17 00-——-24 7 
25. From a young lady in Georgia, the avails of her own labor in teaching 

school, by the Rev. Dr. Porter, - - 20 00 
From Mr. Daniel Nettleton, of W ashington, (Coa. ) - 2 O0-sm—m—22 OV 
25. From the Hadley Charitable Society of young men for the education of 

heathen youth in heathen lands, by the Rev. Dr. Lyme = - 52 00 
From Mr. William Hooker, of Nor wich, ( Mass.) - 3 00-65 00 
28. From the Society of Females in Greenwich, aad med for the support of 

heathen schools, remitted to T. Dwight, Esq. . 40 06 
From the Female Mite Somety of New Milford, by the Rev. Andrew 

Elliot, - 7 00——-47 06 
From the Society in Cummington, (Mass. ) for the support ‘of schools among 

the heathen, by Amos Cobb, Treasurer, ‘ ° - 38 00 


Carried forward “$1,221 21 
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Brought forward $1,221 24 
39, From the Female Missionary Mite Society in Concord, ( Mass.) by Sarah 
Abbot, Treasurer, for the education of a child, in the family of the mission- 





aries at Bombay, to be named JouN WHITE, a semi-annual payment, 15 00 

31. From children of J. H. Esq. - - ° - 1 00 
From a servant girl in his family, . - - : AY—-———1 40 
Total donations printed in this number, $2,422 92. $1,237 61 


THE FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE 
SOCIETY, PRESENTED MAY 8, 1817. 


Tue Managers of the American Brsre Socrery desire with thankfulness to recognize 
the haud of their God, which has been good upon the Institution throughout the first year 
of its existence. The harmony, cordiality, and forbearance, displayed in the proceed- 
ings of the Convention who formed it, afforded satisfactory evidence of the Divine appre- 
bation, and a sure pledge of the Divine blessing upon its future fate. Many who had 
doubted of the practicability of the plan, yielded to the pleasing conviction that they 
were mistaken, and joined with those who had never doubted on the subject, in cherish- 
ing the hope,that the National Institution would realize the most sanguine expectations of 
its ultimate prosperity. Its formation was hailed as a great and glorious era in the his- 
tory of our country, and its means of accomplishing the all-important end of its formation 
have been inereased with more than ordinary rapidity. 

The Managers feel it their duty to state, that the plan of such an institution was first 

uggested by the British and Foreign Bible Society, to the Philadelphia Bible Society. 

No measures, however, were adopted to attempt its execution, until the New Jersey Bi- 
tle Society undertook the experiment. Although baffled in their first effort, their wor- 
thy President, acting in conformity to their wishes, persevered in the good work, and 
‘nally suceeeded. Called by the unanimous voice of the Managers to the Presidency 
of the National Institution, he is, in the decline of life, enjoying that pleasure which 
springs from his work of faith and labor of love, thus far owned of God, and premising 
the highest and most lasting blessings to this Western Continent. 

The Managers, in entering on the duties of their responsible office, felt that their first 
exertions Ought to be directed towards the procurement of well executed stereotype 
plates, for the accommodation of large districts of the American Continent. They, ac- 
cordingly, at an early period, contracted for three sets of stereotype plates in octavo, aud 
three in duodecimo. ‘The octavo sets have all been delivered at the depository; and 
measures have been adopted to make them as correct as possible before they are used. 
The duodecimos will be finished in the month of June ensuing: ene of which they have 
resolved to locate in Lexington, (Kentucky,) under the direction of the Kentucky Bible 
Society. 

Asthey were not in a capacity to print Bibles, having no plates of their own, they 
declined answering the various application for Bibles which they received from Auxiliary 
Societies. ‘They thought that it would be inexpedient to become the purchasers of Bi- 
bles for these Auxiliaries; and, therefore, in those cases where monies were sent with 
‘he express stipulation that Bibles to the amount should be returned, they resolved, if re- 
quired, to pay over the same to the Socicties which sent them; or to pay over the whole, 
or any partof them, to the New York Bible Society, who would furnish the Auxiliaries 
with the required number of Bibles. 

They were, however, soon evabled, by the munificent liberality of the New York and 
the New York Auxiliary Bible Societies, to supply their Auxiliaries. Those Societies 
presented them with a set of stereotype plates of the duodecimo size, and brevier type; 
in consequence of which donation, 10,00 copies, according to their direction, have been 
printed; of which about 6,000 have been sold and distributed. They have lately order- 
7 2,500 copies to be printed from the octave plates, and 7,500 from the duodecimo 
plates. 

In establishing the prices at which Bibles were to be sold, the Board of Managers con- 
sidered it a duty to make a differeuce between such societies and individuals as are aux- 
diary to, and members of, the National Institution, and such as are not; and therefore 
adopted the following Rule: 

“That to the cost of the paper, press-work, and binding of the Bibles printed for the So- 
ciety from the,stercotype plates, five per cent. be added for interest, insurance, and wear 
of said plates; which aggregate amount shal! be considered the cost of the Bibles; and 
that these Bibles shall be sold at said cost price to all Bible Societies who do not contrib- 
tte tothe funds of this Institution; and that the said amountof five per cent. shall be de- 
ducted from said cost price, on a Bibles sold to Auxiliaries, and such other Sodeties as 
contribate to the funds of this Institution.” 

Applications having been mae at an early period, from diferent parts of the United 
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the New, apart from the Old Testament, into their consideration. After mature delily. 
ration, they resolved, that for the present it was inexpedient tor them to do this in ti, 
English language. 

As the necessary expenses of carrying into effect the vast design of the National Iysy 
tution were great, the Managers felt it their duty to adopt such measures 48 promised , 
supply of their wants. They appointed a committee in each ward of the city of Ney. 
York, to collect subseriptions; and directed a circular letter to be sent to every Minister 
of the various denominations of Christians in the United Staves, requesting a Congrecy 
tional collection in their aid—as also a circular to the different Bible Societies who had 
not united with the National Lustitution, soliciting aid; and one to influential mer j, 
different parts of the United States, calling upou them to come forward in the oul 
work, and enclosing a plan for an Aux.liary Society, aud Branch Associations. ‘J liey 
€uunot, at present, state the degree of success witich has attended their application,, 
There is no doubt but many ministers have been omitted, not intentionally, but troy 
want of information. So soon as they are known, application will be made to them. 

[the report here gives a list of the numerous Bible Societies, which have become aux. 
iliary to the National Institution, and proceeds as ie 

From this account of the Societies, who either have become Auxiliaries, or cordially 
approve of the National Institution, it appears evident, that a very large proportion i 


‘the talent, respectability of character, and influence in political society, is engaged in be. 


friending its design, and securing its permanency. From letters received by the Beard, 
there is no doubt other Societies already in existence will accede, and new ones be torm. 
ed: and the time cannot be far distant, when in every part of these United States, the 
American Bible Society will have Auxiliaries. This event is most devoutly desired, to 
secure the circulation of the Seriptures throughout our country, with the best Prospect 
of success. 

[ A list is here given of twenty-eight clergymen, whom individuals in their parishes have 
made members for life of the American Bible Society. A number of femaies in the 
Rev. Dc. Romeyn’s church made their pastor a director ior life by paying 150 dollars tur 
that pw'pose. | 

The Managers hope, that the good examples which have thus been set, will be fil- 
lowed by all the Christian Societies in our land. ‘They will thus add, not only to the 
funds of the National Institution, but to the satisfaction and respectability of thei 
Pastors. 

It would bean act of injustice to that sex who contribute so essentially to the relief 4 
our cares, whilst they heighten our purest pleasures, not to notice, in a prominent man. 
ner, their active benevolence in aid of the Society, not only in forming auxiliaries, but 
also in constituting, in so many places, their pastors members for life. ‘They thus maui- 
fest the sense which they cherish of their obligations to that holy volume, whose trutlis 
fave elevated them in Christian lands to their just and all-important station in society, 
and qualified them to perform the duties of that station with honor and success, ©, 

The Managers have directed their attention, also, to the translation of the Seriptures 
into the Indian languages of our country, and the publication of the Spanish New Testa- 
ment, and of the Scriptures, in the French. 

The first wis brought before them by the donation of certain documents on this subject 
from the New-York Missionary Society, which they had collected with a view ultimately 
to undertake the work. These documents are put into the hands of a committee, to ex- 
amine and report thereon, 

As to the publication of the Spanish New Testament, it was deemed inexpedient, for 
the present, to attempt it. The Managers, however, cherish the pleasing expecta- 
tion, that in due time they will be able to accomplish the publication of the entire Serip- 
tures in the Spanish and Portuguese languages, for the use of the inhabitants of Souiti 
America, 

With respect to the French Bible, the Managers have had their duty plainly marke? 
out to them by the finger of Divine Providence. They have accepted of the offer 
of the British and Foreign Bible Socicty, to receive, as part of their donation, in lieu o! 
money, a set of stereotype plates, duodecimo, of the French Bible, which, when receii- 
ed, will enable them to furnish the public with a supply of French Bibles. 

They have, moreover, received from the New-York Bible Society, who are not wea'y 
in their acts of liberality to the National Institution, all the copies in sheets of the French 
‘ible in their possession, amounting to about 1,000. 

The Managers have ordered 200 Gaelic, and 200 German Bibles, to be transmitted i 
them trom England. Whenever they find that a greater number is wanted, they will 
uot failto procure the necessary supply. 

‘The Managers consider it a duty to express their gratitude to the governors of the 
New-York Hospital, and als@to the M ayor of the city of New-York, for their kindness, 
promptly tendered, in granting them the use of the rooms in which for some time they 
transacted business. ‘They are at present accommodated in the New-York Institution by 
ihe Historical Society; and they cannot deny themselves the pleasure of stating, tht 
several priuters have vulunteered to publish, gratuitously, anv communications which th. 
Goard mav ccem necessary to make to the public 
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As inquiries from different parts of the country were made on some points of impor- 
cance, the Managers thought it proper, to remove the difficulties which existed in the 
minds of many persons against a union with the American Bible Society, to publish, to- 
wards the close of the last year, the following information on those points, viz: 

1. That every Auxiliary Society must determine for itself, what is its surplus rev- 
enue after supplying its own wants; but that funds when given, are at the sole disposal 
et the Managers. ‘They will, however, thankfully receive recommendations as to the 
hest way of disposing of the surplus revenue of any Auxiliary, reserving to themselves the 
right of adopting or rejecting the recommendation. 

», As to the interpretation which each Auxiliary Society has a right of giving as the ex- 
tent of its wants, the Managers respectfully suggest the propriety of each Auxiliary 
confining itself to its natural bounds. Unless this be done, one Auxiliary may interfere 
with another, and thus, while one district is doubly supplied, another may be lefi 
destitute. 

3. It is distinetly understood by the Board, that every society becoming Auxiliary has 
a right of withdrawing from the connexion when it sees fit so to do. 

4. In conducting the business of the Board, the most scrupulous attention is paid to the 
diversity of denomination which exists among Christians. ‘The meetings are opened 
with reading a chapter of the Bible selected by the presiding officer, and no other reli- 
gious exercises are performed. The Managers are deeply sensibie that they superintend 
the concerns, not of a party, but of the whole body of Christians, who are united in the 
National Institution for the sole purpose of distributing the Bible without note or 
comment. 

As one ofthe principal objects ef the American Bible Society is to supply the great 
districts of the American Continent with well-executed stereotype plates for printing the 
Bible, the Managers request that Bible Socicties, in different parts of the country, would 
send such information as would enable them to determine in what places the unappropri- 
ated plates may be located to the best a ivautage. 

The Managers have commenced a collection of Bibles, especially of the earlier ed)- 
tions, in every language, the successiul progress of which must chiefly depend on public 
liberality. 

For the purpose of facilitating the business of the Society, the Board have appointed a 
Standing Committee of Five Members, who have in charge all the property and effects 
belonging to the Society, except the funds in the hands of the Treasurer. They are 
empowered to superintend and direct all the affairs and concerns of the Society, during 
the recess of the Board of Managers: and for these purposes, to enter into all necessary 
contracts, to give orders for the delivery of Bibies, and orders on the Treasurer for the 
payment of all monies. It is made their duty to keep the Book of Minutes, in which are 
to be regularly entered all their transactions; which book must be produced to the Board 
of Managers at every meeting. 

Among the first measures adopted by the Managers, was to make an official communi- 
cation tothe British and Foreign Bible Society, of the formation of the American Bible 
society. The Secretary for Foreign Correspondence, who was onthe eve of embarking 
for Great Britian, was requested, if cireaumstances would permit, to wait on the Commit- 
tee of the British and Foreign Bible Society, and respectfully assure the Committee, 
“that # willever afford this Society very sincere pleasure to cooperate in the plans of 
Christian benevolence which have rendered the British and Foreign Bible Society a 
blessing to the world.” |. 

The worthy President of our Society had, however, anticipated the wishes of the 
Board; and, through him, the Committee communicated their satisfaction at the event, 
and a donation of 500/. sterling, which was accepted with suitable acknowledgments to 
that Society. Since that time, the Committee, with their accustomed and honorable lib. 
erality, have presented to the Society a set of the Versions of Scriptures printed by 
them, and also several sets of their Reports. In doing this, they have anticipated the 
wish of the Board of Managers, who had forwarded an order for the same. 

In consequence of the necessary absence of the Secretary for Foreign Correspondence 
on account of his health, no correspondence has been opened with other Foreign Socie- 
ties. The President, however, addressed a letter to the Russian Bible Society, which 
has been honored with an answer of congratulation and wishes for our prosperity. A let- 
ter has also been received from the tiamburgh and Altona Bible Society, of the same 
description, soliciting a correspondence with us. 

_ ‘Fhe Managers have thus given a plain narrative of their proceedings, for the informa- 

tion of the Society. It will be readily perceived that their situation was not merely 
novel, but in the highest degree difficult. ‘They had no experience, and yet the public 
expected great things. Every part of the machine which they were directed to super- 
Intend was new and untried. Its operations, however, haye thus far succeeded, and 
afford conclusive evidence of its capability of far more extensive usefulness to our common 
country. 

7 he Managers did net feel themselves warranted at first to afford monied aid, or even 
Bibles, to those Auxiliaries who applied for both. Their plans to be accomplished, they 
knew would involve them in heavy cxpense; and they could not with certainty caleutate 
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upon a surplus of funds. Such, however, has been the rapid and inereasing augmentation 
of their means, that they have been induced to afford the following gratuitous supply a 
Bibles to Auxiliaries whose wants were great and pressing. 7= 

East Tennessee Bible Society, 500 Bibles; Steuben County (New-York) Bible Socicty 
100; Essex County (New-York) Bible Society, 100 ™ 

So soon as their present engagements will permit, and the liberality of the American 
people shall furnish them with the means, they will cheerfully become almoners in 
money as weil as Bibles, to all such destitute parts, at home and abroad, as may i 
quire the one or the other. ‘Thus fer they have endeavored to discharge their dutie: 
not only faithfully but intelligibly, so as to ensure the approbation of the Society aud the 
Public. 

‘he Managers cannot conclude their Report without observing, that the origin, in. 
erease, and suecess of Bible Societies, constitute one of the most remarkable events o 
the day in whith we live. God has been pleased to make the people of Great Britain the 
instrument of forming, maturing, cherishing, and constantly and substantially aiding these 
Societies, not only within her own territories, but throughout the world. Greater honor 
has never been conferred upon any people, since the sceptre departed from Judah, and 
the Lawgiver from between his feet. Not to pay a tribute of respect to them on such an 
occasion as the present,would be ungrateful; and to pay a smaller tribute than this, would 
discover a criminal disregard to the work of the Lord and the operation of his hands. Ty 
honor those whom God honors, is both a Christian privilege and duty. Of the tounde;; 
and patrons of the. British and Foreigu Bible Society —a Society pre-eminent in the felicity 
of its design, and the grandeur of its plans—when they are gone down to the grave, pos. 
terity will say, in the language of an eminent statesmen and orator of antiquity, * Bestew- 
ingtheir lives on the public, they have every one received a praise that will neve 
decay, a sepulchre that will always be most illustrious;—not that in which their bones lie 
mouldering, but that in which their fame is preserved, to be on every occasion, when 
honor is the employ of either wordor act, eternally remembered.” No glory is compar. 
able to that of doing good to our fetlow-men, and of al! the various kinds of good that we 
can do to each other, none is comparable to that which has a respect directly to the ben- 
efit of the spiritual estate of mankind. This is to do them good in the life which now is, 
by securing to them eternal goed in the life which is to come. Such is the high and 
holy aim of Bible Societies in every part 6f our world, who, following in the track of the 
justrious Parent Institution, guided by her experience, and quickened by her example, 
are depositing the seeds of truth among the nations to whom they have access, with the 
confident hope that the Lord will cause it to spring up and bear fruit to his own glory,and 
the salvation of myriads of our fallen race. he word has gone cut of His mouth who 
cannot lic, that in every place incense shall be offered unto his name, and a pure offering, 
and the zeal of the Lord of Hosts will perform his promise. 


PECUNIARY ACCOUNTS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The receipts of the Society from its formation, May 8, 1816, to April 30, 1817, 
were as follows: 
Amount of subseriptions and donations, some part of which is an advance for 











Bibles, - - - - - “ $33,939 9 
Avails of Bibles sold, - - “ - " a 1,178 44 
Dividends on stock owned by the Society, . _ : 587 
Clear profit on stock sold, - . * - ‘ . 122 19 

535,877 46 
The Managers expended, during the year, for paper, printing of Bibles, 

stereotype plates, and contingent charges, - : a 19,218 03 
Balance in the Treasury, - : - - . ‘ $16,659 43 
This Balance cunsists of the following items: viz. 100 shares in the Bank of 

America, the donation of the venerable President, at par, . 10,000 00 
Stockin the Marine and fire Insurance Company at Savannah, part of the do- 

nation of Mr. Bolton, at par, ° ~ ‘i “ 7 950 00 
$3,000 U S. 6 per cents, at cost, . . ‘ i s 2,752 50 
Property in a productive state, _ « . " . $15,002 50 
Cash in the ‘Treasury, - . . “ 7 , . © 3.656 93 





$16,659 45 
N.B. The donation of Dr. Boudinot is deveted to form a permanent fund, and there - 
fore cannot be expended. 
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It is desirable that the friends of this Society should be awake and active. Bibles are 
wanted much faster than they can be furnished with the present funds. We are happy to 
aid, that the Bibles issued by the Society, (at least those which we have seen,) are.of an 
excellent quality. 


PECUNIARY ACCOUNTS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The Massuchusetts Misssionury Society in account with Jeremiah Evarts, Dr, 
1817. May 26th. ‘Vo cash paid out, by order of the Trustees, during the 
year past, as paruecularly specificd in the Leger, for the following pur- 
poses; Viz. 





To Missionaries for their services, . . 7 e $1,634 77 

For miscellaneous and contingent expenses, - - 160 65 

Expended for books, . " 7 ‘ : 400 VU—2,195 42 

Loss by a counterfeit bill, received among contributions, - - - 1 uO 
2,196 42 

To balance, in stock, notes and cash, - . - 4,046 IL 





$6,242 55 
Contra Cr. 
1817. May 26th. By balance brought to the credit of the Society, in new ac- 
count, May 27, 1816, ‘ ‘ . ; ‘ ‘ 33,756 3s7 
By cash received during the year past, as particularly specified in the Leger, 
from the following sources, viz. : 


Contributed after the annual sermon, o © . 114 60 
Donations from individuals, - . = . ° S6L 8t 
Contributed in congregations, - . ° . - 647 61 
Contributed by Female Ceut Societies, - - - 817 85 
By other Societies of Females, - ° ° = 168 50 
From annual subscribers, . ° 7 . 192 00—2,302 35 
By cash reecived as interest on notes and income of stock, during the year 

Hast, » e ‘i is ‘ é ° 183 81 





F6,242 33 


N. B. The aceountsof the Treasurer are audited at the annual meeting by a com- 
mittee appointed for that purpose. The committee at the last annual meeting were 
Messrs. John Pearson, Johu Jenks, and Henry Gray, who reported that the accounis 
were rightly cast and well vouched, and that the balance was as above stated. 


The following donations and contributions were received by the Society between June 
18, 1816, and July Si, 1817. 


June 18,1816. From the Cent Society of the 2d parish in Ipswich, by Mrs. 


H. Crowell, the Treasurer, - - - - ° H5 00 
28. From Mr. John Damon, a donation, - - - it OV 
From the Cent Society, South Boston, by Mrs. Susan Wood, — - : 15 49 
Sept. 3. From ladies m Lunenburgh, by Mr. S. T. Armstrong, : 4 12 
Oct. 3. From the Cent Society in Danvers, by Mrs. Sophia Walker, 9 Sv 
A contribution in the South Society in Danvers, by the Rev. Samuel Walker, 44 0L 
i4. From the Foxborough Female ‘Tract Society, by the Rev. ‘Thomas ; 

Williams, . ° ° . ° “<. . . - 25 CD 
Half the avails ofa contribution in the Rev. Dr, Riehards’s éongregation, to be 

applied to defray the expenses of the mission of Messrs Malls and Smith, 19 OU 
21. From Mrs. John Simpkins, Treasurer of the Cent Institution, on accouat 

of monies reecived by her for the Massachusetts Missionary Society, 418 12 
Janu. 8, 18i7. From Dedham, appropriated in a collection, Jan. 5, 1817, - 2 00 
Mareh 5. From a young gentleman in Salem, by the Rev. Mr. Emerson, 3 00 
March 27. From the Salem Auxiliary Society to disseminate the Gospel 

among the destitute within our own state, by Convers Tilden, President, 30 00 
May 26. From the first parish in Rowley, by the Rev. J. W. Tucker, 19 16 
From the 2d. congregational Society in Newburyport, by the Rev. Dr. 

_ Spring, - . - - be e . 36 At 
From the Rev. O. Thompson’s parish in Rehoboth, - - . it 20 
From the Rev. Mr. Emerson’s congregation, Salem, - - 61 29 
From the Rev. Dr. Parish’s socicty in Byfield, . - - - 45 382 
Prom Pexborough, by the Rev. T. \Withams, ‘ ° - 40 00 





Carried forward $900 1% 
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Brought forward $900 1; 
2%. From South Reading, by the Rev. R. Emerson, - ° 


] 

From the Rev. Mr. Thomas’s society in Abington, - - . ipa 
From the Rev. Mr Walker’s society in Danvers, - ° ° 56 9g 
From the Rev. Mr. Litehfield’s society in Carlisle, - - - 9 Gy 
From the Ist parish in Wrentham, by the Rev. E. Fisk, ° » 50 43 
From the Rev. Dr. Emmons’s cougr egation, Franklin, - - « 61 1F 
From Holliston, by the Rev. Mr. Wheaton, - - « 13 66 
A collection in the Old “a Church, after a sermon by the Rev. Professor 

Stuart, - - . 112 jo 
l'rom the Female Cent socicty in Newbury port, by the Rev. Dr. Spring, 77 50 
27. From ladies in the Rev. Mr. Walker's society, Danvers, - - 2 32 
trom ladies in Carlisle, by the Rev. Mr. Litchfield, - ° ° 3 75 
irom the Female Ceut Society in the first parish i in Medway, by the Rev. 

Luther Bailey, - - - - - 19 17 
28. Frem the Female Cent Society in Fr anklin, by the Rev. Dr. Emmons, Q 55 
From the Female Cent Society in Hopkinton, by Mrs. Olive Howe, - 11 ig 
From the Female Cent Society in the west parish of Medway, by the Rey. 

Jacob Ide, - - - - - - 34 90 
From Females in the Rev. B. Emerson’s society, in Salem, - ~ 45 36 
From females in th Rev. Mr. ‘Thomas’s society in Abington, one dollar of 

which is to procure a testament for aJew, - ~ ° ~ 46 909 
A donation from Mr. Thomas Wales, ° - . ° 4 
From a triend of missions in the 2d parish in Weymouth, - - 15 00 

Do do. do. - - - 1 40 
From a gentleman in the west parish of Medway, by the Rev. Jaeob Ide, 3 00 
From the Female Charitable Soeiety in Holliston, by the Rev. Mr. Wheaton, 15 
Futerest on a legacy of a young lady in Frauklin, by the Rev. Dr. Emmons, 6 00 
June 17. From the Female Cent Society in Haverhill, by the Rev. Joshua 

Dodge, - - - - - . - - 21 36 
18. From the Female Cent Society in WRN by the Rev. F. 

Reynolds, : - - 18 0% 
3. From the Female Char itable Society in Stoneham, by the Rev. Jobn H. 

Stevens, - - - - - - - 10 63 
Maly 10. From the F emale Benevolent Society in the east precinct of Attle- 

boro, by Mrs. Thatcher, Treasurer, . - - - - 11 05 
From a person who wishes to be unknown, - ° - 1 U0 
‘7. From the Female Cent Society in Ashby, by “Mr. Jonas Patch, - 3$ 14 
21. Contributed in the Tabernacle society in Salem, remitted by the Rey. 

Dr. Worcester, : - - - - - - 42 00 
>t. Contributed in Wrentham, referred toin Panoplist vol 11, p. 528, - 53 U0 
Annual payments of members, : - - - 252 06 
‘acome of stock and interest on notes during the year previous te the late 

aunual meeting, - - - - - - - 183 &! 


The list of donations published the last year, in the Panoplist for July, p. 328, did not 
comprise thé donation’ made between Jane 29, 1815, and the annual meeting in vei ; 
1816, as it should have done, according to the practice heretofore. This deficiens) 
oceurred in conseqnence of the absence of ihe Treastver, and is now supplied. 


~ept. 25, 1815. A legacy from a lady in Greenwieh, (Mass.) by the Rey. Dr. 


Austin, of Worcester, - - . - : - $5 09 
Dec. 20, From a lady in Charlestown, - - - - 5 UU 
dan. 29, 1816. From Dea. Ebenezer Parker, of Princeton, ( Mass.) - 10 W) 
Feb. 14. From ladies in Leicester, (Mass.) by E. Southgate, - > WE 
April 9. From females in the south parish of Weymouth, by Mrs. Sarah 

Pratt, - - - - - - - - 21 Of 
May 27. Interest of money and income of stoek during the year past, ° 199 OV 
From eel subscribers, rceeived between June 29, 1815, and June 18, 1816, 156 UV 
4 mount of donations from May 28, to June 18, 1816, as published in the Pan- 

plist for July, 1816, - - - - - - 1,424 06 

$1, g42 2 2s 


MISSION IN CEYLON. 


iairacts from the Missionary Journal of Messrs. Warren, Richards, Meigé, 
Poor, and Bardwell, commenced at Columbo, March 26, 1816. 

Tuesday, "Mar ch 26. Since cur arrival, which was on the 23d, we have 

vecen very hospitably entertained by the Rev. James Chater, a Baptist mis- 
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sonary. Most of our number have taken lodgings in a house hired by the 
Rev. Mr. Norton, but which he does not at present occupy. in this house we 
expect to reside a few weeks, till the one we have engaged can be repaired. 
Ilaving procured the necessary articles, this morning, for the first time, we 
rook breakfast together, in our own hired house. Captain Buffinton, and 
Captain Titcomb the supercargo, dined with us. After dinner, we took our 
fnal leave of them, This was, on many accounts, a scason truly interesting 
and affecting. In the evening the Dryad sailed for Calcutta. By her we 
sent a letter to the Corresponding Secretary of the Board of Commission- 
ers, giving some account of our voyage; also several parcels of private let- 
ters to our friends. At7 o’clock P. M. Brother Richards preached in the 
Methodist chapel. 
Wednesday, 27. This morning, agreeably to appointment, the brethren 
were introduced to his excellency, Gov. Brownrigg, by the Hon. and Rev, 
T. J. Twisleton. We were highly gratified with the mauner in which the 
Governor received us. He gave us assurance of the protection of govern- 
ment,during our residence on the island; recommended to us several mission- 
ary stations, which he wishes to have occupied; and referred us to Mr. 
‘{wisleton, for more particular information on the subject. He also expressed 
a wish to see our instructions; but as he is about to leave this part of the island 
(or the interior, he cannot peruse them, until he returns. He was pleased to 
accept a set of the reports of the Board, that he might look at them during 
hisabsence. All our baggage, even those articles which were detained at 
the custom house for a time, such as maps, globes, medicine, &c. have been 
permitted to pass without duties. We consider it a very favorable provi- 
dence, that we arrived just in season to have an interview with Gov. B. be- 
fore he leaves Columbo. Dined with the Rev. Mr. ‘Twisleton at St. Sebas- 
tian’s, the place of his residence, about a mile and a half from the fort. As 
Mr. T. isa man easy of access, has long resided on the island, is much in- 
terested in the prosperity of missions, and is a real friend to all protestant 
Missionaries, we had much conversation with him of a profitable nature, on 
the moral state of the Island. Our views of its importance, as a field for 
missionary labors, remain the same as when we left America. Presented 
Mr. T. with a set of reports and missionary sermons. 

Thursday, 24. Engaged ina variety of things relative to our new family. 
Several friends called on us. At aspeciai meeting, appointed a committee 
to draw up a confession of faith, and a covenant, with reference to the forma- 
tion of a church. 

In the evening, brother Bardwell preached in brother Chater’s chapel in 
the Pettah. The fort of Columbo is one mile and a quarter in circumfer- 
ence. It is composed of seven bastions of different sizes, which are connect- 
ed by walls, and the whole is defended by 200 pieces of heavy cannon. The 
fort is chiefly occupied by English inhabitants: it is the place of our residence. 
The Pettah or outer town,which lies ata short distance to the eastward of the 
fort, is inhabited principally by the Dutch and Portuguese; and the suburbs, 
which are very populous, by the native Cingalese. 

Saturday, 30. ‘This morning the brethren called at the chief secretary’s 
otfice, to receive licences for residence on the island. Sentto Mr. ‘Twisleton 
our diplomas, certificates, and instructions, accompanied with a letter con- 
taining inquiries on the subject of our engaging in private English schools, 
native free schools in English, and preaching by interpreters. T’he reason 
for doing this, is, that it is impossible for us to obtain the requisite informa- 
tion for deciding on the place of our future residence, tillthe change of the 
monsoon. It will therefore be impossible for us to leave Columbo short of 
S1X months. 

Sabbath, 31. A. M. Attended the Episcopalian church in the fort. In 
this place divine service is held only inthe morning. Mr. Twisleton and Mr. 
Bisset, colonial chaplains, preach alternately. P. M. Heard brother Norton 
in brother Chater’s chapel, in the Fort. In the evening brother Poor preagh- 
€din the Pettah. Mr. Norton, sent out by the Churgh Missionary society, is 
here waiting fora passage to Travancore. 
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Monday, April 1, 1817. Received from Mr. Twisleton our public docy. 
ments, and a letter, in answer to our inquiries concerning schools and 
preaching; the letter was of such a nature, as rendered a_ personal inter. 
view with him desirable. This we requested. He immediately returned a 
very polite note inviting the brethren to take breakfast with him on Wednes. 
day; he also requested permission to take a copy of our instructions. Diieq 
at the Rev. Mr Harvard’s, one of the Wesleyan missicnariés. On the Isiang 
there are five missionaries of this description; one at Jaffhapatam, two at 
Galle, and two at Columbo ‘Those at Colu bo have a printing press, 
which is of very great advantage tothe mission. They are now engaged 
in printing the new version of the Scriptures in the Cingalese language, pres 
pared by William Tolfrey, Esq. 

At Mr. Harvard’s we had an interesting account of a young Boodhis 
priest, now residing in his family. Mr. H., in company with some cthers, 
in a journey to Galle, overtook an old Bovdhist priest, attended by three 
young men, who were under his tuition. ihe mission. ries proposed several 
quesuons to the old priest, relative to his religion winch he could not ap. 
swer. ‘‘he youog men were requested to bear witness to the ignorance of thei; 
iustractor. ‘This had such influence uponthe mind of one of them, as in. 
duced him to throw off his priestly garments and soon after to apply to Mr. 
H. for permission to reside in his family. He is now very diligent in acquit 
ing a knowledge of Christianity. In the evcning, we attended the month) 
prayer-meeting, in brother H’s chapel. All denominations of Christians here 
unite in this meeting. Prayers are usually offered in English and Portuguese, 
and sometimes in Dutch. Brother Meigs gave an exioriation, 

Tuesday, 2. The Rev. Christian David, who has recently arrived from 
Jaffna, to take charge of a Malabar church in this place for the term of one 
year, Called onus this morning. He conversed much on the state of things at 
Jaffna, anc said many things in favor of some of us settling near his station at 
Jaffnapatam. 

Wednesday,8. Three of the brethren took breakfast with the Rev. Mr. 
Twisieton, and had a full and satisfactory Conversation on the subjects which 
had been proposedto him. ‘The education of native young men tor the min- 
istry has long been a favorite object with Mr. T. He proposed to us to take 
a number of young men of high cast, who have been studying the English lan- 
guage several years, and instruct them in the principles of theology. Mr. 
T. suggested, that we should address a letter to him, stating definitely our 
proposals and wishes; the substance of which he would forward to the 
Governor, now at Candy, accompanied with a letter in our behalf. P.M. 
Brother Bardwell preached at the hospital to about 50 persons. 

Thursday, 4. Rev. Mr. Palm called on us; gave a very favorable repre- 
sentation of the missionary station at Tillipally; assigned the reasons for his 
leaving it; suggested various considerations, to influence us to take posses- 
sion of it. Addressed the Governor, through the Rev. Mr. Twisleton, as had 
been proposed. 

Saturday,6. Agreeably to appointment, the brethren were introduced to 
Sir Alexander Johnstone. Hv was very communicative on those subjects, 
on which we need information. He agreed with most gentlemen, with 
whom we have conversed, in considering the district of Jaffna the most im- 
portant missionary field on this Island. For several reasons he recomment- 
ed Batticotta, about a mile from Tillapally, as the principal seat of our mis- 
sion, if we settle at Jaffua. He said many encouraging things for our tarry- 
ing on the Island; gave some information of the state of things at Bussora; 
but nothing to encourage the hope of our establishing a mission there at pres- 
ent. This evening, held our family prayer meeting. 

Sabbath, 7. A.M. attended the Episcopal church, as usual. P. M. 
brother Richards preached for brother Chater, in the Fort; in the evening 
brother Meigsfor the Methodists. This evening brother Chater held his 
communion; some of our family were present, but were not invited to com- 
mune withthe church, which is compesed of 5 members. ‘lo prevent repe 
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ition, we May here remark, that we preach at five different places, on an 
average, four or five sermons a week. 
Wednesday, 10. Received an invitation from the Rev Mr. Pereira, a Ro- 


man Catholic priest, to call on him tomorrow morning. 


Thursday, 11. The brethren went to Mr.-Pereira’s; found him engaged 
in hearing the confessions of the people. He received us very politelv, and 
eave uS an invitation to attend the services of his church tomorrow, it being 
Good Friday. He informed us, that at 10 0’clock A. M. the image, meaning 
the image of our Savior, would be exposed to be adored; and P. M. the cru- 
cifixion would take place. Being much engaged, he soon excused himself 
and took leave of us. 

Friday, 12. This morning the brethren went to the Roman Catholic church, 
It stands near Mr. Pereira’s house, about 2 miles from the fort; itis about 100 
feet long and 60 wide. At 9 o’clock, A. M. the priests.three in number,went to 
the church and read mass. Then with great apparent reverence and devo- 
tion, they uncovered an image, and exposed it to the view of the people. 
When one of the priests heldthe image erect, the other two kneeled and 
chanted prayers. It was then laid upon a rich and elegant carpet, with its 
face upwards, and placed upon the floor inthe middle of the church. Mr. 
Pereira, with much gravity and moderation, approached the feet of the im- 
aces kneeling and bowing 3 times at short intervals, and at length kissed its 
toe. The other priests went through the same ceremonies. Immediately 
there Was a great and violent press of the people to touch and kiss the im- 
ove. The priests then withdrew, and invited us to take some refreshments 
with tiem. The conversation turned principally on the state of the Catholic 
-eligion on the Island, and at Goa, at which place Mr. Pereira was educat- 
ed. We informed them, that we were much indebted to Dr. Buchanan for 
formation on these subjects. Mr.P. had seen Dr. B. and had heard that 
lie had dropped down dead in the street. We corrected his mistake; an- 
-wered several questions respecting the Catholic religion in America; gave 
‘hem an invitation to visit us; and took our leave of them. Soon after 
the priests left the church, the image was carried round the church without, 
‘ullowed by a multitude of worshippers. It was then laid upon the floor of 
the church as before; many candles were lighted around it, and two large 
basins placed to receive the offerings of those who worshipped. Immedi- 
ately the people, who thronged the church, pressed upon each other, that as 
soon as possible they might make their offerings, bow, kiss some part of the 
image, cross themselves, blow out two or three candles, light them again,and 
give place to others. Children of two, three or four years old, would go 
through these ceremonies with such regularity, as shewed it was the result of 
much instruction and practice. Many infants at the breast were brought, and 
their lips and hands were put to the image. This business continued till 4 
or 5o0’clock P. M. when this small image was removed, and a tragedy called 
the attention of the people without. In front of a large stage, which had 
been previously erected, the people sat and stood in such numbers as to cover 
many acresof ground. At a moderate calculation it was judged there were 
€ or 7,000 persons present. All these were ina waiting posture. Whena 
senal of attention was given, the curtains were withdrawn and an image of 
our Savior, as large as lite, appeared extended on the cross, and an image of 
the Virgin Mary, strung upon wires, at its side. Immediately there was a 
hoarse chattering throughout the whole multitude. Thousands of torches 
and candles were lighted, and the people smote upon their naked breasts, as 
an expression of their grief. They were permitted to enjoy the sight but for 
afew momentsat once. The curtains were drawn and opened several times, 
At intervals of 8 or 10‘minutes. When evening approached, the priests went 
to the cross, accompanied by persons bearing ladders, a silver plate, (having 
in it a silver hammer, pincers, &c.) a bier and all things necessary for tak- 
ing the image frem the cross, and pieparing it for burial. Much incense was 
ofered; prayers were chanted by the priests; and the people were apparent- 
ly agitated. As the image was taken from the cross, the image of the Vir- 
gin, having seven swords thrust through her heart, was made to embrace her 
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son; and several other things were done to give an appearance of reality +, 
the transactions. When the image was placed upon the bier, it was follow. 
ed by the confused multitude, and deposited in a sepulchre, in an apartment 
of thechurch. At this time, the discordant chantiags and vociferations of tha 
people, were extremely grating to the ear,and very naturally excited the 
idea, that the church must have been dedicated not to “the God of order 
but of confusion. Knowing that the people would continue in that state, fo; 
a length of time, we returned home. In view of the inquiries, to which 
these scenes have given rise, it appears that the state of the Catholic re. 
ligion, on this island, will prove to be one of the most formidable obstacle; 
to the progress of Christianity. From the best information we have ob. 
tained, it appears that there are about 50,000 Catholics on the Island, anq 
about 6,000 at Columbo. The priests have very great influence over the 
minds of this ignorant people. The method by which this influence has 
been obtained, viz. by diligence, frerseverance, and constant frersonal inter. 
course with the natives, should be imitated by every Protestant missionary, 
Many and serious are the reflections excited in our minds by the events of 
this day. ( To be continucd. ) 


MISSION AND SCITICOL AMONG THE CHEROKEES. 


THE Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury, assisted by Messrs, Hall and Williams and 
their wives, is actively engaged in commencing an establishment among the 
Cherokees, which, it ishoped, will prove a permanent blessing to that tribe. 
The government of the U.S. has recently made a treaty with the Chero- 
kees, the principal conditions of which are, that those families of the tribe, 
who are disposed to remove across the Mississippi, shall have as much land 
en the White and Arkansas rivers, as they reiinquish on the Tennessee; that 
each Indian shall receive a musket, a blanket, a kettle, and a steel trap, and 
shall be removed at the expense of the United States; and that each head of 
a family, who chooses to remain in his present situation, shall retain a square 
mile of land for hisown use. This land shall descend to his heirs, if he holds 
it during life; but if he abandons it, the government shall take possession of 
it. How large a part of the tribe will migrate we have no means of judging; 
nor can it be hastily determined, whether a missionary esta lishment will 
accompany or follow them. ‘The American Board &c. have it in contempla- 
tion to establish missionary schools among the Choctaws, Chickasaws, and 
Creeks, as speedily as possible. It is hoped, that an entrance will be made 
among the Choctaws the ensuing autumn. ‘The Government has very kindly 
and readily engaged to do as much for each of the tribes just men- 
tioned, as was stipuiatedto be done for the Cherokees; that is, to builda 
house for the residence of the instructors, and a school-house, and to furnisli 
— implements of husbandry and of domestic economy for the use of the 
ndians. 


Rev. and Dear Sir, Chickamaugah, Cherokee Nation, June 50, 1817. 
It is with great satisfaction I once more find an opportunity of addressing 
you, and aT cleving the painful anxiety which I know you have felt for the 
Western Mission. Truly the Lord has dealt kindly with us, and we would 
praise his holy name. We have indeed had much labor and many cares; 
but, in aremarkable manner, we have expericnced the truth of that precious 
promise, ‘tas thy day is, so shall thy strength be;” and we feel more than 
compensated for all our labors by the cheering prospects of usefulness 
which are openiug before us. But we rejoice with trembling, and would re- 
sign ourselves and the cause of Christ in this nation, to the hands of him,who 
does all things well. 

{ arrived at this place on the 13th pf January. The weather for some 
time after was extremely cold, for this climate, andI felt the want of com- 
fortable Jodging, having only a skin spread upon the floor and a thin covering 
of blankets; but my health was kindiy preserved. Immediately on my ar- 
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tytn al I commenced making preparation to cultivate the land, and commence 
che school on the plan propused. On the 7th of March I had the great satis- 
‘ction of Welcoming the arrival of Brethren Hall and Williams, with their 


the wives. A kind Providence preserved them through many dangers and 
| the brought them to their destined place in safety. Since their arrival we have 
ler” ali. when health would permit, been employed from Monday morning till 
» for saturday night, either in hard labor, or on journies for the mission. We 
hich have had to provide for a numerous family, and to make preparations for 
Tes supplying the wants of a still greater one. In such a situation, we felt it to 
Cles ve our indispensable duty to iavor as far as health and strength would per- 


obs init, that we night not be chargeable. ‘Soon after our arrival in the nation, 
yeapened our doors to receive children into our family, to teach them the 


a | 

~e pudiments of the Luglish language,the principles of the Christian religion,and 
has we arts of civilized life. The present number is 26; their names, the time 
ter. vien they entered our family, &c. are exhibitedin the following table: 

LY. | -fere follows a lst of the children. Several of them had Indian names 
; of suiy, which have given place ‘o English ones, viz. Sun e-ku-yah, Samuel 


Worcester; Zvols co-wan, which signifies a red. bird, Thomas Basil; .4/- 
vhe-thyah-hee, a deer coming, Jonas Coe; G’h-wa ser-tas-kee, shaking the 
yush, Horace Loomis; Ma-khlu-nah-kee-tah, long hair, James Hervey. } 
fuese children are of different ages from 4 to 18 years old. Some are 
|- blooded Cherok ces; others 3 white. Allspeak th€ English well,except nine. 
{aose whose Indian names are mentioned, have received names from us. 


nd . “ie out ae 
We liope We havenot been guilty of taking improper liberties. Six of the 


he - , 
™ sive cinidren had been at school before, and regularly read a portion of 
~. Scripture atour tamily worship. ‘These have committed to memory since 


© they came into our school, all the Sunday School catechism, and have now 

2 commenced Kmerson’s. On the whole, we must say our children give us 
peat sulstaction, both as to their deportment and progress. Could the 
nis of this misston look into onr school, and see these tawny sons and 


of iuviters of the f rest listenime to our insiructions, sitting at our table, and 
= vowing around the family altar, we do not believe they would grudge the 
1s nouey they have given to commence the establishment. No one has as yet 
of ‘: our school, and we expect 6 or 7 more ina few days. Besides this 
ye , we have on the Sabbath a school for black people, in which there are 


1 -eoerally from 20 to 25, mostly adults, and 2 Cherokee men, and3 white 
wien. Lhe condact and improvement of all these is very pleasing: making 
in all about 56, that are occasionally or constantly our pupils. 

We have preaching on tue Sabbath, and our congregation is respectable 
' d constantly increasing. Last Sabbath there were neariv 100, most or 
é whom could understand cur language. After a sermon in English, I en 
deavored to speak by an interpreter to those, who did not understand it; but 
the intepreter not weil understanding the language, found it difficult to com- 
municate What f£ wished to say. “One of the men observed, that it would be 
wellif I could tell them in their own language these good things. The audi- 
ence appear attentive and solemn, and much more regular than many 
Where Ll bave been present in the settlements. ‘Lhe blossoms may look 
promisiug in spring, when there is no fruit in autumn. 

With respect to the manner in which we live, I wish to give you full satis- 
Taction, if time and room permit. S» many have been our inconveniences, 
and so much iabor upon our hands, that we could not have that division of 
duties, which we hope hereafter to observe. Previous to the arrival of my 
brethren, the business of the mission had all been conducted by myself. 
This circumstance, tozether with their feeble health, made it necessary 
that I should still continue to bear the burthen of cares, and of the business 

vroad. ‘This has left me no time for study or for writing. I mention the 
circumstance, that you may know the reason why I did not write seoner. 
‘iy brethren have always been anxious to relieve me from so much atten- 
‘lol to secular busiavess: and, a few days since,I gave the oversight of the 
business entirely into the hands of brother Williams. ‘his has relieved my 
uind from a weight of cares, which, together with my othes duties, | found 
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too great to bear. Brother Hall has, from the first, had the charge of th. 
school; and when out assists in the work we have to do. It was my original 
calculation fer us all to live in one family, and the children to board togethe, 
with us. But on account of sister Hall’s health, we judged it best for then, 
‘brother and sister H.)to occupy a house by themselves, where they cou: 
have things a little more comfortable than in the family. Six or seven fema\ 
children will board with them. Respecting these girls, we had felt much ang. 
iety. ‘Fhey had been accustomed to somewhat different living, from wha; 
we could give our numerous family, and their parents wished to have son. 
distinction made. ‘This could not be done while they lived in the same fap. 
ily. Adfterit was determined that brother and sister Hall should live p; 
themselves, we thought it best to place these children in their family. It), 
doubtful whether we shall think it expedient to continue this arrangemey; 
tong. Sister Williams has the charge of the family business. ‘Phe fami); 
that we had engaged to assist us, did not feel able to bear their proportion ¢; 
labor, and have quit our service, at atime when their assistance Was mos’ 
wanted. But the Lord gives usstrength, and so we get along. 

For several weeks, we have had from 5 to § hired men, and two hired 
black girls in thekitchen. A part of this help is employed on our building: 
The expense of these we expect will be refunded by the Government agent. 1's, 
icads me to mention a circumstance, unknown as vet I suppose by the com. 
mittee, viz.; that none of the buildings to be erected by Government ar: 
completed, and only the school-house is raised. This has subjected us 1 
great inconvenience and much expense. But it was not owing to any nex 
lect onthe part of the agent. ‘The first man that undertook to erect ti 
buildings, failed; and the second has advanced no further than just stated 
Whether it was best to go forward with the school, even under all our i: 
conveniences, and at an increased expense, did not admit of a question. W 
were persuaded that the welfare of the mission, and the wishes of its bene. 
factors, required that the school should go into immediate operation; an’ 
that we ought to trustin God for the means ef carrying it on. 

We have been obliged to build 4 log cabins for dweliing houses. ‘These wi: 
accommodate our scholars, when our other houses are erected. Wear: 
now engaged in making and burning about 20,000 bricks, for our chimnie: 
must soon burn ime for the same, and digtwo cellars, and a well. All th 
business comes upon us, when we are most busy on our plantation. Bui: 
was work, that was indispensable, with our numerous family, and we 
thought it better to do it at once, than to be two or three years about it. We 
now have our meal to transport 40 or 50 miles, and we use near a bushel: 
day. ‘his renders it necessary that we should have a mill immediately; and 
we are in daily expectation of aman to build it. The probable cost will i 
trom 100 to 150 dollars. We have tried to get along without convenience: 
but we cannot succeed. ‘lhe object, we feel to be a great and a good one 
and we cannot think of abandoning it, because it will cost a little money. 

Agreeably to our instructions we have endeavored to lay the foundation ©. 
the establishment “‘broad and lasting.’’ We are daily confirmed in the opin- 
ion, that when this is once done, the annual expense of the school will be 
small, compared with its importance. Our great resources will be fron 
the cultivation of the land, and by raising stock. ‘Thereis land contiguow 
and of good quality, and toany extent that we may need. We have exert 
ed ourselves to get in as large acrop as possible. Particulars on this subjec 
and respecting stock, I have mentioned in a letterto the treasurer and wh. 
not repeat them. 

Perhaps some will think, that we are tardy in our operations; and that in 
stead of one, we ought to have had two or three schools, in a state of fot 
wardness. I will not say but we could have done more; but if our labor 
could be fully Known, I think most persons would acquit us of the charge ©: 
indolence. Wecannot doubt the expediency of directing all our attention an¢ 
resources to one school in the first instance. Our present ability will admi: 
of no greater exertions; and the Indians would wish to know whether W' 
were Jikely to do them good, before we increased our establishment. BY 
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we confidently hope, that the Board will soon be able to furnish us with the 
means and the assistance necessary to commence another. ‘There can be 
9 doubt but it will be gratifying to the nation to have two or three establish- 
ed, as soon as it shall be practicable. The present is an experiment; but, 
9 far as We can judge, one which promises to-be ‘successful. And we think 
yo labor or expense should be spared to put the means into extensive 
yperation. . } 

Since ] commenced this letter, brother Ifall has been violently seized with 
ymptoms of a fever; but by the blessing of God, on the means used, they 
are removed, and he js fast recovering. Ifis illness has brought additiona! 
‘abor’s upon Us. Please to accept this circumstance as an apology for te 
hasty manner in which this letter is written. We are at times ready to sink un 
der our labors; but when we think how many encouragements we have, and 
now often we hiave been supported, we are astonished at our incopstancy on! 
anbeliet. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION AT WATERRUTY, (CON.) 


A very interesting account of a revival of religion in Waterbury, Con. has 
recently been published, of which the following is an abtract. 

‘The Rev. Luke Wood, the present pastor of the church, was ordained in 
1808. Previously to that time, the congregation had been considerably re- 
juced by divisions. The church consisted of but GO members, those mastly 
su advanced life. From this time till April 1816, only 26 were added by 
making a professioa of religion and 14 from other churches. About the same 
umber bad been removed by death, or otherwise. ‘here was great cold- 
aess among profess¢Yrs of religion, and infidelity was bold. 

in the autumn of 1814, conferences were set up and regularly attended, on 
the evening of the Sabbath. A few church members were roused toa 
sense of their duty; prayer-meetings were occasionally held; some cases 0! 
religious anxiety occurred; and two or three persons became hopefully pious. 

This hopeful appearance was of short duration, as the religious meetings, 
which have been mentioned, were broken up by the prevalence of a dis 
tressing sickness in the spring and summer of 1815. It is remarkable, that 
an event so strikingly proving the exposure of all to speedy death as was 
anepidemic disease, should be the mean of diverting the mind from the pur 
suit of religion. Yet such has been the fact in other instances. 

About this time, a church prayer-meeting on Sabbath noon was institut 
ed, which has been continued. ‘Towards the close of summer the pasto: 
was taken dangerously ill, and was not able to preach till near the close o! 
winter. In June he was again oblised to desist from public labors. ‘Thus 
{ seemed good to Providence to deprive the people of pastoral services, 
when to human appearance they were most needed. 

In February, 1816, a small society of young females commenced a weekly 
meeting forthe purpose of reading the Scriptures and religious conversation, 
and one or two soon became hopefully pious. In April, four young per- 
sons Came out from the world, and made a profession of religion. In May, a 
generalceal appeared to actuate agreat proportion of the church. <A con 
cert of prayer tor the revival of God’s work in that place was agreed on, 
in which all the members of the church were to be engaged in secret, be- 
tween 8 and 9 o’clock on Saturday evening. ‘Lhe monthly prayer-meetiny: 
ior missions was more generally attended, and became more interesting. A 
seriousness pervaded the assembly on the Sabbath. In June, a person, wh: 
i1ad been an open opposer.of religion, became hopefully converted. Imme 
diately after this, religious meetings became crowded, and the attention be- 
came considerable. As Mr. Wood was unable to preach, the neighboring: 
clergy kindly gave their assistance; and Mr. Nettleton, a candidate of the 
ministry, labored with great assiduity. The work soon became very power- 


-4i, subdued the champions cf infidelity first, and silenced the most darinp 
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opposers. In some instances, one or two were taken irom a tami!v and tho 
rest left; but in many families, all who had arrived at years of discretion. 
were under deep conviction, and have since professed religion. Persons ¢: 
all ages have been subjects of the work, from youth to the man of grey 
hairs; though the far ereater number are from among the youth and the 
middle-aged. In August 17 persons, asthe first fruits et the revival, were 
gathered into the church; in October 9 were added, and on the first Sabbath 
in February 71, of whom 17 reccived the ordinance of Baptism. The ¢ 

ercises on this occasion were solemn and affecting: particularly @o, to thocs 
who had known the church,in her teeble state. Additions have since been 
made. ‘The number added since August i, 1816, 1s 118, of whom 110 ny, 

be considered as fruits of the revival. Others remain to be gathered in, a: 

no instance of apostasy has been known to the writer of the account. Be 
tween 50 and 6V have been added to the B 7 tist eat noi Waterby 


and some few tothe Methodist society. “Lhe adjoin ug t wniof My ddl 
has experienced some tokens of a similar w ork, of grace. “Phe dor 
which teach the depravity of man, the spirituality 0 he law, the ne 


of regeneration, an entire cle ‘pendence on Christ, an do ‘ yer truths conne 
with these, were principally instrumental in prod lucing this great chang 

Conferences and prayer-n reeting’s are held in different parts of the t 
and are attended with earerness bv diferent ciasses of people. Who 
look upon the prodigious Miguvion. which such a revival makes in 
moral condition of the inhabitants, and consider its amazing consequenc: 
‘hroughout eteynity, and not earnestly pray for the out-pouring of the Spirit 
on ail our Congregations? 


MISSION AT BOMBAY. 


By the Saco, just arrived at Boston from Bombay, letters have becn receiv. 
ed trom Messrs. Hall, Newell,and Bardwell. Communications to the Cor- 
responding Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions, which have come 
to hand by this arrival, will appear hereafter. Ina letter tothe Treasurer, 
dated April 12, 1817, Mr. Bardwell says, “By the biessing of God, we all 
enjoy comiortabie health,and are happy in our work. I am engaged 
studying the Mahr atta; but in the present state of the printing departmen: : 
my time is much cecupied in the office.” Mr. B. gives a particular account 
tthe commencement of the printing establishment, and of the difficulties 
and delays, which are such as must always be e xpested and encountered at 
the outset of every new insutution. Jxtracts from his letter will be publish- 
ed in a future number. 
in the joint letter of the Missionaries to the Treasurer they say, respect 
ing taeu pecuniary affairs, “We have had much to learn by a 
a - we trust our experience will lead us to an arrangement, that will ; 
ce be the most economical, and the most satisfactory to all concerned.” 
} ‘this vessel, and by previous arrivals, specimens of printing, executed 
at the mussion-press, have been received. 


Extracts froma letter written to the Rev. Dr. Morse by Mr. Hall, dated 
Bombay, Ffru 18,1817. 


“REV. AND DEAR SIP 
! tHINK I havea 
have reached me. 

“How transporting tt would be f for me to relate. and fer veu to hear, the 
Lidingss of Hindoes converted to God through the labors of your missionaries 
inthis place. Butas vet it has s pleased the Sove reign Risa ser to withhola 
‘us converting grace froin this heathen people. T hove nds here have heat 
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ready acknowledged the receipt of all your letters, which 
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hem tron day to dav. But, alas,so far as we can see, all seems to be as 
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l the st eed that fell by the way side. In such a case, how consoling to be as- 
tion, od, that God’s word shall not return void, but shall surely acc ‘om plish the 
NS os Messe 0 end for which it was sent. 

Srey: \We continue to labor from day to day inthe same manner as mentioned 
1 the -, ourformer ietters. The addition of brother Bardwellto our number is a 
Wea Ce Vv ereat encour agement to us. 

bath \irer, surmounting many difficulties, we have at length got our press at 
ex ork. As a specimen of our printing I send you a Scripture tract, which 
Loge ‘ave published. We expect toimprove as we proceed. The work has 
been en almost entirely performed by our own hands. The success of this be- 
Nia jming has encouraged us. We proceed immediatcly to print the Gospel 
and Matthew. We still make the Mahratta language our main study. For 
Ne. _ year past I have employed a considerable portion of my time in the study 
ury, ¢ Sungskrit, and read several books in that dejjied language. I can now 
ne Uk the Mahratta language with ease, and hope by and by to be able to 
reach in Guzerattee and Hindoostanee. 

‘ 7 have visited the excavations on the islands of Elephanta and Salsette 
The extent of these excavations in the solid rock is perfectly astonishing. 
\s to the magnitude of the labor, and the folly of exec ting them, I think 

y must surpass the pyramidsof Egypt. ‘They are purely of a religious 
“in; but when or how they were executed is utter ly unknown to the pres- 
inhabitants of the land. I shall not attempt any description of these 





ne mizing monuments of Hindoo idolatry; because, if I could do it to perfec - 
Ti’ ‘ion, it would be useless, since they are so ably described in books,which have 


r been betore the public. 
In reference to the georranhy of this part of India, I would say, that the 
‘country has a very strange appearance. As far as the eve can extend, ail 
“ms uke one Continued wilderness, though innumerabic huts: and villages 
re concealed under the vide-spreciting branches of the cocoa-nut tree, 
Mich, in many places, is almost the only tree to be seen. A great part o t the 


a untry is an uncultivated waste. The people having been so often c -onquered 
r nc p indered, the spirit or agr iculture , and ever y kind ot improv ement, if it 
. F 6}ver existed here, must of course be Lroken down, and the soil has become 
f ) impoverished, that however just t the proverb once, “rich as India,” it 
‘ ld Oe More proper how to invert it and say, “poor as India.” 

“Great praise is due to the British go wvernment in India for the lbera 
ind zeal with which they have long labored to save the natives from px 
‘amity of the small pox by means of general vaccination.” 
‘ 


GRUDINATION AND INAUGURATION. 


} w ‘ x sete , July 23rd, the Rev. JErEM1an Day was ordained totne 
' Ministry and inaugurated Presidentof Yale College. The services 


ere pel iene at the Centre Church, before a large and respectable 
udience. The Rev. Andrew Lee, D. D. of Lisbon, made the introdectory 
ver; the Kev. Isaac Lewis, D. D. of Greenwich, preached the sermon 
om 1‘Tim.iv, 16, Zake heed unto thyse f, and unto thy doctrine; continue 
7 depp for in dosing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hcar 
: the Rev. John Marsh, D. D. of Wethersfield, made the consccrating 
ayer; the Rev. Joseph Strong, D. D. of Norwich, gave the charge; the 
<ul Amos Bassett, of Hebron, gave the right hand of fellowship; and the 
ev. Peter Starr, of Warren, made the concluding prayer, 
i the afternoon, the President was inducted into office. The Rev. Dr 


™-. 


ipley, senior member of the corporation, delivered an address tn Latin, and 
present ted the charter, keys, seal, and records of the College to the Presi- 
‘ent. A congratulatory addressin Latin was then delivered by Protessor 
Kin; msley; and the services were closed by an inaugural oration in Latin by 
Vresident D: \V. 

bs he services of the occasion are said to have been solemn, interesting, and 
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OBITUARY. 


We have several notices of deceased persons, which have lsin some time on our files 
partly for the wantof room to insert them, and partly for the want of leisure to abridy. 
and prepare them. We are of opinion, however, that sui itable memorials of the pious do nor 
tose their interest by delay in publishing them; and that those affecting prov Kdences, which 
are often observed i in ¢: ises of sudden or remarkable deaih, are at all times useful admo. 
nitions toa giddy and 2 thoughtless world. 


Dren, at Danville, (Rentucky,) in August, 1315, Mrs. Nancy Ne son, wife of the Rey. 
Samuel K. Nelson and daughter of Gov. Shelby, in the 23rd year of her age. For about 
three years before her death she was a professor of the Christian religion, © and appeared 
to be sincerely devoted to the service of God. Though at times fearful of being (leceived, 
she was generally favored with a comfortable hope of an interest in Christ. She made 
rapid and visible proticiency in the Knowledge and practice of religion, and her truly 
Christian deportment was acknowledged and admired by the pious who enjoyed an inter. 
course with ‘he ry, She treated the friends of the tedeemer, of all classes, from the high. 
est to the lowest, with the most benevolent attention, esteeming them as the excellent 
ones of the earth. Her death was occasioned by a fever then prevalent in the western 
country. About a fortnicht before she was taken ill she had the strongest presentiment 
chat her departure was at hand. Of this she informed her husband and declared, that 
death had lost its terrers to her. Her illness came on shortly after, and continued about 
two wecks, during which tine her patience 2ud resignation te the will of God could not 

‘exceeded. From her observations to others it was evident, that from the first she had 
not the least expe cotati mot recovery; though, to spare the teelings of her husband, she 
7 not make this declaration in his pr esence until the day before her death, Then, al! 

ers haying left the room at her request, she told him what her apprehensions were, 
i) ed requested that he would kneel by her bed side, that their hearts at the same time 
right onee more be lifted up to God in prayer, having previously pointed out one partic- 
wlar thing as the subje et matter of their joint petition. 

After ‘ aving heen informed, that, in the opinion of her physicians, she could not lire 
dhvough the a pproachir ne night, and after having addressed her husband in the most 
Fectionaie manner,she turned to the company sand said,“Well, it seems that Lam quickly 
*oleave you all. But Lean assure you, that, for three years past, I have been seeking 
preparation for this lonr, and can now say, J knowin whom I have believed. O my 
trends, look on me, and mark the value of the precious hope of the Gospel! You see 
that | am composed, perfectly composed, and have not one tear to shed, even in view 
of death. Now, what could reconcile meto part with my dear huband and precious little 
chitdreo with such composure, but just such an assurance as the Gospel gives—the biess- 

| assurance of being for ever with the Lord, and soon meeting them again at his righi 
hand. You know FE have had nothing to disgust me with hfe. Every earthly pro: 
pect has brightened upon me, and I have had as many inducements to live as any 0! 
vou: yet am perfectly resigned, and, except on my dear husband’s account, have not ove 
wish to live. O the glorious superiority of the Christian hope to the most improved and 
reiined human philosophy!” 

Afterwards, turning to Mr. Nelson, ~ said, **Fiusband, will you remember that Ide 
happy’—that [ tell you, I have not only a hope of everlasting life, but not one doubt 
about the matter; and that I shall pr: lise G: xd for ever for the hour of our union, as I be- 
heve you have been instruments! in my coming to know Jesus Christ, in whom I trust 
for eternal life? Had it been the will of God, I would have gladly assisted you in raising on” 
dear little children: but the Lord knows what is best—we ‘have given them away te 
him.” ©O husband, do yeu not remember how ofte ‘we have devoted them to him on 
our Knees in private, aS well as publicly in Iv aptism? He will take care of them, and finally 
bring us all together inte his blessed family. She th: en in the most calm and affe ction- 
ate manner took her leave of all in the room individually, giving to each a judicious and 
siitable exhortation in scriptural language: and lastly, of her precious little children and 

‘loved husband, charging and intreating all around, if they would wish to meet her in 
‘aven, to be seriously and earnestly employed in making their peace with God by 
curing an me rest in Christ. 
After > this she appeared quite exhausted, and was thought to be dead. She had been 
desirous of dying ou the Sabbath, a d it was now Saturday evening. Her husband ob: 
orved, that her wish would not be gratified in this respect. But she again revived, and 
‘ived till 8o’elock on Sabbath morning. Just be ~ her departure, she affectionately de- 
mianded of her hasband, Wii will von weep, when h: ive senered you, that T am 
ily going home?” These were the last words of this precious disciple of Jesus. With- 


out agroan ora struggle, she sweetly breathed out her life into the hands of her Saviot 


end her God. 
In Candia, (N. H.) Dec. 24, Ee » Dea. Natusvacy Bones, aged 94 vears. He wae 
‘he oldest man in tevn, the ©! professor ef religion, and the oldest officer in the 
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snurch of Christ in that place. He uniformly supported the character of a good citi- 
wen, and Was much distinguished as a man of real experimental piety. 

At Boscawen, (N. H.) in the 43rd year of her age, Mrs, Evisauera PrisBury, con- 
sort of the late Capt. Joshua Pilsbury, after a few months decline. 

‘This is one of those deaths, which awaken in survivors all the sensibilitics of the heart, 
and yet abundantly yield the most rational consolation, , 

Mrs. P. was, for a number of years, a professed follower of Christ, and, in the tenor of 
her life, uniformly exemplified her Christian profession. 

From the commencement of her illness, she was deeply impressed with the selemn 
asue, and, therefore, from that time, her thoughts, conversation, aud conduct were evi- 
dently directed to a preparation for death. It was heir prayer, aud she desired the 
prayers,of others, that her work might be done, and welldone. As her strength fuiled, 
ihe world receded, and the Ohristian graces shone in her with increasing lustre. Her 
patience and resignation to the will of God; her unshaken confidence in the efficacy ot 
the blood of the Lamb, as well as her faithful counsels and admonitions to her numerous 
visitors, afforded the most valuable and impressive instruction. The love of life, the 
tender ties of nature, and her attachment to the friends of Zion, were absorbed in view 
af soon perfectly enjoying Him whom her soul loved. Mer setting sun was without clouds; 
she literally finished her course with joy; and left the consoling hope tomourning friends, 
that she died to live for ever. 

At Manchester, Eng. on the 2nd of June last, CaTHartne PnrescoTr,in the 108th year 
of herage. She had learned to read the Bible, without the aid of spectacles, since she 
attained her hundyedih year, partly in the Lancastrian school, and partly in a Sabbath 
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VACCINATION. 


fr is stated in English publications, that the universal practice of vaccination has utterly 
exterminated the small-pox in Sweden; so that no case of the disease has occurred 
there during the last two years. ‘The nations of the cont nent, particularly Russia and 
Prussia, are making rapid advances to the same object; while in England, the number 
sacrificed to popular prejadice,in the horrid form ot small-pox, though constanuy dimin- 
ishing, is still very considerable. 

The number of deaths by the small-pox is not very large in America; but the careless- 
ness of the people, in regard to the prevention of it by vaccination, is very great and very 
ceusurable. In many country towns, not a tenth part of the children have ever hai 
vither the small pox or the kine pock. Of course, almost the whole population, through 
large districts, is exposed to the ravages of a loathsome and mortal disease, agninst 
which itis perfeetly easy to be effvetually guarded. ‘This exposedaess is not owing to any 
considerable prejudice now existing against vaccination, but rather to the extreme neg- 
ligence of the mass of people, in not providing against any uncertaindanger. In Swe- 
den, doubtless the universal vaccination of the people was carried through by the steady 
hand of government; if it was not, the people of Sweden are very different, in regard 
toa pereeption of their true imterests, trom the people ot this country, or ef Great 

Main. 


THERMOMETRICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


\Eany of our readers may be gratifed with a comparison of our Climate 
with that of Bombay, in regard to temperature and moisture. The Ameri 
can missionaries have copied many observations from the regis:er, kept ac 
the Literary Rooms in that city, and sent them to this country with their 
regular journal. Some of the results of observations by the thermometer we 
shall publish occasionally. Tbe observations were taken at ten o’clock A 
M. and 1 o’clock P. M. daily: consequently they do not give the mean tem- 
perature of the twenty-four hours, which would be, as is stated, 2 degree 
lower, 

For the information of such readers, as are not acquainted with the ther- 
mometer, it may be useful to say, that as mercury increases Considerad!y 
mn bulk withthe increase of heat, it is easy to shew the increase or diminu- 
tion of heat by the rise or fall of a small columnof mercury in a glass tube 
prepared for the purpose. The length of the tube is divided into equal por- 


rinne co . ar ehfe itimbhem, attnte ff a > TT. ok ® _ 
ions called deerees, according to a certainscale, (that of Fahtrenheit,) new 
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generally used for this purpose. According to this scale, the freezing po), 
of water is at 52 de grees; summer heat, (i.e. the heat of a pretty warm q,, 
in summer,) at 76; blood heat at 98; fever heat at 112; and the voili: 1 Doi 
of water at 212. ‘Though the mercury sometimes rises to 100 in this ch 
inate, the w eather is cailed very warm when it stands at 80, (especially 
cloudy, damp weather,) and extremely hot at 90. ‘The design is to obtai: 
by observations with the thermometer, a just statement of the temperatuy 
of the air;of course the instrument is kept ina shade, where there is no ; 
flection of t the sun’s rays, and where there isa freccurrentof aur. The, \- 
pher, or zer 0, of the thermometer is, as has been intimated above, 32 de ZTE 
helow the freezi ing point of water. Jn every partof New England, the nx 
cury sometiines siuks to this point, “and i in the coldest parts it fails in e xtrens 
cases, to 25 degrees below; 1. €. 57 degrees below the freezing point of w. 
In the most temperate parts of New Ei igland, the ordinary raage of the they 
mometer, inthe course of the year, is not more than 90, from 0, or there 
abouts, to 90; but in other places, the range is not less than 120, from 25 , 
low 0 to 95 above; and in Montreal the range is still greater. In our vay. 
able climate the range is sometimes greater in a single month, or even ip. 
day, than at Bombay, St. Helena, or Jamaica, ina year. 

The following stutement gives the greatest and least heat at Bombey, 
the 6 first months of 1816, from observations at 10 and 1 o’clock. Th: 
mean heat is the averige heat of the month, as collected from these obser 
vations; but the true average is two degrees lower. We add the result, 
ebservations mace in the same months, at Charlestown near Boston, at 
o'clock P.M. ‘The greatest and ieast heat have reierence to this one! 
servation, ‘Lhe mean heat is the average hea of the month, as collect 
from observations at sunrise, 2 o’clock and 10 o’clock, P. M. 
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BOMBAY BOSTON, 

‘Greatest! Least | ] Greatest) Least 
| heat. | heat. | Mean. | heat. heat. | Mean. 
T3 ; — eg eh ners ss MES 2 =f 
inuary, iv | 69 16 4 JU | 14, 235 | 
reveuaty, | 81 | 72 77 | 54 | 8 | 28 | 
reat ; 83 75 79 $2) 204.0 BM 
+ ay 863) 78 | 4 77 | oF 5 44 | 
May, | 89 | 33 26 | 76; 46) 52] 
June, 88 | "2 ss if 92 | 4Y 59 | 








In comparing the temperature of 1817 with that of 1816, we find that the 
average heat of April last was half a degree en of May a degree ant 
a third higher, of June a degree and a tenth higher, and of July three degrees 
and a quarter higher, than in the same months of last year. T he temperature 
has also been much more regular than last year, and, on this account, mucii' 
more favorable to vegetation. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


TAMEOLOGICAL REMARKS, No. v, has been received. 
The communication of F onthe sufferings of Christ at Gethsemane, is on our files. 


we. e have on havd numerous missionary journals, letters, and other documents, w hich 
e shai! publish as fast as our limits will permit. 


LRRATA. 


In our last number, p. 319, fifth line from the bottom, strike out the word wich. 

P. 320, 7th line trom top, for preremptorily read peremptorily. 
_ An error oe" °% in our last volume, which should have been corrected sooner. | 
is found on p. 288, 2nd column, line 3rd from top, where for thy shoes, read th” 
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